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Dead Cities 
By Clinton Scollard 


OT one stone on another may you find, 
Where the stark plain lies bare beneath the sun, 

And desolation holds dominion dun, 
And ghostlike whispers shiver down the wind. 
No fair fruit swells to burst the ripened rind, 

Adown the slopes no singing rillets run ; 

Each feathered migrant seems the spot to shun 
As though grim Pestilence were there enshgined. 


Yet there once bourgeoned green fertility, 
The waste was opulent with oil and wine, 
And multi-colored life knew wide control ;— 
Friend, may thine eyes, reverting, never see, 
As the swift-shortening days of age decline, 
These Sodoms and Gomorrahs of the soul! 


Curnton, N, Y. 











Milton S. Littlefield, the widely-known author of 
‘* Hand-work in the Sunday-school,”’ will write reg- 
ularly forthe International Graded Course Edition 
of The Sunday School Times hereafter. See an- 
nouncement on page 574. 

This week the third issue of the Graded Course 
Edition makes its appearance. It contains teaching 
helps on the lessons for December, in the Beginners, 
Primary, and Junior grades. Copies may be had 


for three two-cent: stamps; copies of previous issues: 


for the same price. 
# 


Where Our Wings Are Kept 

Our greatest powers are generally wrapped up in 
our biggest difficulties. F. B. Meyer recently told a 
group of missionaries the following true story: A 
mother who wished to teach her son to be considerate 
of others invited a little hunchback lad to visit them, 
and asked her boy to be careful not to refer to her 
guest’s deformity. One day, however, she overheard 
her son say to the visitor: ‘‘I know what's in that 


box on your back. It’s a pair of wings.’ Every 
affliction or limitation is but the covering of some 
blessing that cannot come in any other package. 
Let us see that the box on our back does not chafe us! 


x 
When Sunshine Counts 


One's ability to ‘‘ keep sweet’’ is never really 


. tested until he is treated with downright unfairness, 


There is no credit in being sunshiny while everything 
is sunshiny around us, Any one can be courteous, 
and loving, and agreeable while others are so, and 
while everything that is his right is being given to 
him. But how many of us make it the deliberate 
purpose of our lives to be courteous, and loving, and 
positively radiant of sunshine when our rights are 
rudely over-ridden, and we are ignored, or snubbed, or 
even misrepresented? Then, and then only, we have 
a real opportunity to show whether our Christianity 
is kept chiefly within the leaves of our New Testament 
or is the controlling force in our lives. One whose 
love shines out only more brightly the more his feel- 
ings are hurt has little difficulty in persuading others 
that his Christ is a friend worth knowing. 


x 
Glad to be Sorry 


There is one thing that is more terrible than re- 
morse for sin ; and that is, no remorse for sin. If we 
are ctushed and broken and discouraged because of 
our. failures, let us thank God for that. There is hope 
for us in such crushing sorrow, © That is why-God sends 
it to us. It is his longing, urgent plea to come back. 


Danger - Points 


HE way of life is straight. It does not wind 
about. It does not make a zigzag path. Our 
experience in passing through the world is vari- 

able. To-day we have joy, to-morrow sorrow. Now 
the road runs through sunshine, again it takes us into 
storms. We pass through a thousand vicissitudes 
every year,—health, sickness, pleasure, pain, ease, 
hardness, prosperity, adversity, gain, loss; but all 
the while the path of duty is direct, straight as an 
arrrow’s flight, —it is without deviation. Yet in every 
line there are points at which it is specially easy to 
depart. 

The first leaving of home is a time of danger. 
Home is a warm sanctuary of love. Especially is a 
true Christian home a place of sacred fellowship. The 
day when a girl or a boy goes out from the home door 
is always a time of testing. The life of the old home 
begins to seem narrow to some when they are out in 
a new environment and look back upon it. It is 
laughed at and represented as not up-to-date. Its 
habits of prayer, for example, are sneered at. Many 
young people find a serious testing waiting for them 
the first night in the boarding-school or dormitory, 
when the retiring hour comes. Will they keep up 
the old home habit of kneeling by the bedside in 
prayer? Many battles are fought at that hour—many 
are fought, how many sadly lost } 

Marriage is a time of danger. It ought to be the 
gate into a life of ideal beauty. Nothing good that 
has been learned in the years before should be lost 
when two young people leave their old homes and 
enter a home of their own.. It is told of a Christian 
girl, recently married, that the first evening the young 
couple were in their own house, when they were sit- 
ting down to their first meal, the wife quietly said, 
«‘In my old home we never began a meal without 
first either bowing our heads and saying grace, or 
having a silent grace."’ So the two reverently bent 


If we resist it long enough, the day will come when 
we can get free from it, and can sin without discour- 
agement or sorrow over our failure. Those who have 
killed their power to suffer for their sin are well-nigh 
beyond the power of God to help them, —because they 
have refused his help for so long. There is less life 
in, and less hope for, the paralyzed body that feels no 
pain than the body whose nerves cry out in pain when 
its laws are broken. Our sorrow over our sin is the 
most awful sorrow that can come to us ; but let us re- 
joice that it does come to us as often as we sin, and 
let us learn its lesson while we may. We can kill it 
by continued sin ; or we can heal it by yielding our- 
selves up to the mastery of the Great Physician. 


x 
Getting Our Rights 


Most people fail to get from others all the con- 
sideration they might have. They do not realize that 
they would have it if only they would stop demanding 
it. The man who gets least consideration from every 
one around him is the man who demands most. And 
the man for whom every one loves to show regard is 
he who never asks it or even seems to expect it. If 
we find ourselves jealously noticing that a certain 
person among our acquaintances always seems to be 
made more of, and deferted to more readily, and wel- 
comed more éagerly, than we are, ‘let us as “ourselves 
honestly if the reason is not just this: that he does 
more for others, and asks less for himself, than we. 
Rights-getting is & stité’ result ‘of rigtits-giving. | If 
we really want our rights, let us’ banish all ‘hint of 
this from our lives and our actions, 


of Departure 


their heads and sought God's blessing on their first 
meal, -That is the way it always should be when two 
Christian young people begin their life together. 
Sometimes prosperity proves to be a point of dis- 
aster to a life. The man who was faithful to God 
in the days of.bare and pinched living, when there 
was no luxury, and sometimes was want, sometimes 
forgets God and turns away from the divine com- 
mandments when money increases and life grows 
sumptuous, .Sometimes, too, adversity brings deflec- 
tion. Bereavement which ought to soften hearts and 
sweeten lives has failed to bring the mourner nearer to 
Christ. Sickness has ofttimes left one less prayerful 
than he was before, and with a life less beautiful. 
One said the other day in talking with a friend, «I 
have given up God.’’ The friend said, ‘‘ You have 
not given up prayer? Do you not pray any more?’ 
‘*No,’’ the person replied, ‘*I used to be an earnest 
Christian, but five years ago I had a great disappoint- 
ment, a crushing sorrow. While it was imminent I 
prayed God most earnestly to save me from the calam- 
ity. He did not do it, and I have never believed in 
him nor prayed since. I donot think God cares,"’ 
There is not a day which does not bring some such 
opportunity or occasion of turning aside. Business 
is right, if it be a right business, but continually men 
are tempted to depart from the right way in business. 
Owen Wister says, ‘*‘The American had rather be rich 
than good, and he is having his wish.’’ Pleasure is 
right. Our Master wants us to enjoy ourselves ; but 
there are good people who are led aside, away from 
God, by pleasure, perhaps by its excess, perhaps by 


its charm, its enamoring. God is driven ouf of many 
hearts by amusements which perhaps are altogether 
harmless in themselves. 

What in all life is more sacred than friendship? 
Of course, friendships are sometimes formed with 
unworthy people, and these lead away from God. 
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But there are also pure, true and worthy friendships 
which may become the means of turning one away 


from God, It should not be so. A holy friendship 
ought to bring us closer to Christ. Yet sometimes a 
friendship becomes so intense, so absorbing, so satis- 
fying that it leads to the forgetting of God. Only the 
other day one said, ‘‘ Before I was married 1 loved 
Christ and was active in his service. I could not get 
through any day with less than an hour with him. I 
was so happy with my husband, however, that my 
need of Christ seemed to grow less, and soon, instead 
of an hour for my Bible and prayer, only a few hurried 
moments were given, and frequently Christ was left 
out of the day altogether.’ Too often this is the story. 

Turning aside, in whatever line of life, usually 
begins in a small and yuiet way. No one turns 
entirely away from right in a moment. When one 
seems to depart suddenly from close following of God 
to complete desertion, there has always been a slow 
and gradual departure preceding the final breaking. 
The first turning was so slight that it was scarcely 
noticeable. It was only an imperceptible relaxing in 
the stringency of obedience. Still it was a departure, 
and what is once given up is not reclaimed, and next 
week there is a still further relaxing. 

Take the matter of honesty. A man’s simple 
promise is as good as his note. After a time he 
begins to be a little less exacting with himself. He 
has debts, and he neglects to pay them on the day 
they are due. He begins to be less watchful in his 
business dealings. In a few months he is quoted on 
the street as unreliable, then as slow, and at last as a 
man wh» will pay only under compulsion. His turn- 
ing away was gradual. He failed in a trifling matter 
and did not catch himself up, and now his one-time 
splendid name for honesty is gone. 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews there is a word which 
explains this process. The writer says we ought to 
give earnest heed to the things that were heard lest 
haply we drift away from them. Drift is just the 
word, The boat is not moored, and drifts out to sea. 
Lives continually fall into some current, and drift 





Did Paul Get Beyond Sin? 


It would seem safe to assert that no man since the 
day of Pentecost has done more to establish the King- 
dom on earth, or has lived more completely under the 
mastery of Jesus Christ, than did the apostle Paul. 
What, then, shall we say as to Paul’s fight with sin? 
Did he get beyond the power of sin in this life? That 
is the interesting and practical question asked by a 
polytechnic institute man in Virginia, who writes : 

If you think it of general interest, I would be delighted to 
se in The Sunday School Times your opinion of the seventh 
chapter of Romans, verses 14 to 25. inclusive, with special ref- 
erence to Paul's intention regarding himself. Are we to take 
the Revised Version literally, and believe that Paul meant 
what he said of himself at the time he was writing, or only 
that he Aad been in that state ? 

‘*I am carnal, sold under sin,’’ wrote Paul in this 
letter to a group of Christian believers who were living 
amid surroundings of such unspeakable sin as Dr. 
Sell describes on the facing page, and who were 
teiapted to their fall; from time to time, even after 
they had accepted Christ as their Saviour. ‘‘ For the 
good which I would I do not,'’ Paul went on; ‘‘ but 
the evil which I would not, that I practise. To will 
is present with me, but to do that which is good is 
not. I see a different law in my members, warring 
against the law. of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity under the law of sin which is in my members. 
Wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me out 
of the body of this death ? . I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.’’ Paul does not write as would a 
man who was telling of an experience that was now 
past. Hedoes not say, ‘‘who delivered me out of 
the body of this death.’*’ He seems to count his 
final deliverance as something to which he lovks for- 
ward, and his wretchedness, because of sin yielded to in 
spite of his earnest struggle against sin, as a present and 
continuing experience, ‘* Wretched man that I am,"’ 
he cries,—not ‘‘that I was!’’ Te the Corinthians 
he wrote of his struggle with his flesh, ‘*lest by any 
means, after that 1 have preached to others, I myself 
should be rejected."’ Paul writes as a man who 
knew what it was to fail in spite of his struggles and 
his consecration. All other great Christian leaders 
testify to the same experience. There is encourage- 
ment to us in that fact. It would be discouraging if 


we saw others living sinlessly, fer we knew how far 
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away. They are not quite so conscientious in their 
habits as they were last year—drifting. They are not 
quite so loving as they were, not so patient, a little 
more irritable, not so kindly, so forbearing, so sweet 
in spirit, so ready to serve—drifting. 

It is the deginning of the departure against which 
we need to guard, ‘‘Turn not to the right hand nor 
to the left."’ That is, do not deviate in the most 
minute degree from our duty. It is the beginning of 
evil we need to avoid if we would never take the final 
step. It is the little deflection we must. watch if we 
would never find ourselves in open rebellion against 
the right. A little girl was overheard telling’ her 
brother about a naughty child that grew naughtier 
and naughtier till at last he struck God. It is thus 
always that sin makes its progress. It begins with 
only a shade of departure, but ends in defiant 
rebellion. 

The safety of Christian life depends on avoiding 
the first steps away from God. To make this course 
really effective we must take it in a positive way. 
Instead of being satisfied with not growing less beau- 
tiful in Christian life, we should seek to make ever a 
progress toward higher and better things. We can 
always live better than we have yet done. We can 
make to-morrow better than to-day. Not one of us 
has reached the possibilities of our lives in attainment 
and achievement. Scientists tell us of certain birds 
which in their wild state do not sing, but which have 
in their throats fine song muscles, showing that if 
they had favorable environment they might be good 
singers. There is no ene who has not more life 
muscles than he has learned to use. We have capac- 
ities for obedience, for service, for beautiful living, 
for usefulness, which lie undeveloped in us. Instead 
of letting ourselves slacken in the doing of .our duty, 
we should set ourselves ever a higher mark, and every 
day add a line to the quality of our life and the 
worthiness of our character, There is a little prayer 


in an old psalm which would lift us ever upward— 
**Lead me in the way everlasting.”’ 
lasting leads ever toward God. 


The way ever- 





from that we are. Paul's life was one of the greatest 
successes Christianity has ever shown. Yet it had its 
failures. Ours may be a success in spite of our fail- 
ures, if we will keep on struggling till the deliverance 
comes, as he did. 

-— 


The “ Nobleness ” of the Beroeans 

Bercea and Thessalonica are set over against each 
other in sharp contrast, in the record of Paul's labors 
in each place ; and the contrast is in Bercea’s favor. 
A Massachusetts pastor notes the difficulty of recon- 
ciling this with other facts that we have concerning 
the two communities, and writes : 

May I ask if there is some explanation which justifies the 
statement of Acts 17:11, concerning the Berceans as com- 
pared to the ‘Thessalonians. [‘‘ Now these were more noble 
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 
all readiness of mind, examining the Scriptures daily, whether 
these things were so."’] How is it that we hear nothing further 
concerning the work in Beroea, while in Thessalonica, with 
which thcy are compared, there was organized a strong church, 
the work of which in the spread of the gospel, as seen in the 
strong men who went out from that church, made it the main- 
stay of Eastern Christianity and a leader in missionary effort? 
Is it possible that there is a mistake in the use of the word 
**noble"’ concerning Bercea, or is there some other explana- 
tion ? 

The contrast is between the Jews at Bercea and the 
Jews in Thessalonica. Acts 17: 5 and 11 make this 
plain. It is not implied that the subsequent charac- 
ter of thc Bercean Christians, as a whole, was ‘‘ more 
noble’’ than that of the’ Thessalonian Christians. 
Bercea was a much smaller and less important place 
than Thessalonica, the capital of Macedonia. Yet 
‘*Sopater of Bercea’’ is named in Acts 20 : 4, which 
implies that there was a Christian church there. 

The Greek word translated ‘more noble’’ means 
‘*well born’’ or ‘‘ well bred.’’ Both expressions, 
Greek and English, imply what we have the right to 
expect of people who have come of a good stock, as 
does also the Latin word from which we derive our 
adjective ‘‘gentle,’’ at times corrupted into ‘*gen- 
teel."" Now these expectations may rise to the high- 
est qualities of character, or they may lay their em- 
phasis on the fine manners which come of association 
with refined: parents. Modern commentators gener- 
ally take the view that the former ‘is implied::in ‘this 
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place, and refer to several pagan Greek writers who 
use the word in this high sense. But phylact 
and (Ecumenius, two Greek fathers, wh better 
situated than we are to determine the exact sense of 
such words in popular use, say that this Greek word 
is the equivalent of another New Testament word, 
which the Revisers render by *‘gentle’’ in the four 
passages in which it occurs. The context seems to 
support this interpretation. Silas had just come with 
Paul from a scene of rowdyism and violence at Thes- 
salonica, The Jews of Bercea, instead of fiving into 
a passion when reminded that the Old Testament 
spoke thus and thus of the Messiah, looked into their 
Bibles to see if it were so. Whatever else this might 
be called, it was better manners. They were more 
gentle, or ‘‘ better bred.’ Yet this quality, however 
pleasant and acceptable to the apostle and his asso- 
ciates, did not make sure of a great career for the 
church they planted in Bercea. 


Do We Need to Know? 


Some questions are instantly solved when we try 
to stop solving them. Perhaps this suggestion will 
help the earnest, anxious Christian mother who writes 
the following troubled letter : 

How can we tell what occurs according to the will of God? Is 
everything according to his will? And how can we decide 
what is and what is not? : 

For instance : Was it his wid? that Mr. , a Secretary 
of the ¥. M. C, A. should ‘he drowned,—an almost irrepara- 
ble loss,—or was it because of the man’s foolishness in placing 
himself in an u rily dangerous position ? 

How do I know that it was God's will that my little child has 
been taken by death? She is better off, and ‘‘ all things work 
together for good to them that love God "’ if they allow it, but— 
how can I &now that these things are Ais wil/? It seems dark. 

In-many letters which I receive expressing comfort, I am 
told that, while it is hard, it is our Father's will. Do these 
people know? I truly believe in Christ, and that my daugliter 
1s in far better care.than | could give ; but it is terribly hard 
for the flesh to allow these trials. Doubtless the ‘far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory" is what is to be an- 
ticipated. I tried to live for my child in a Christian way, and 
she responded beautifully and loved the good way. — ‘Tlie 
church and Sunday-school were dear to her, as to us, and in 
no way was she indulged or spoiled. My faith rejoices that 
she is with the Father, but—. 

Can you help me? 

What would this Christian woman do differently if 
she knew definitely of every incident in her observa- 
tion that it either was or was not the will of God? 
Suppose she knew that a certain event was not the 
wish of God, but the carelessness of man permitted by 
God. Would she trust God more, or less? Suppose 
she knew of another case that it was the actual pur- 
pose of God, occurring because he ordered it so. 
Would she trust him more, or less? Is she not worry- 
ing over questions to which there would be not the 
slightest gain in any answer? She knows that she 
could not have prevented either of the sad deaths of 
which she speaks. She knows that God is an all- 
loving, all-comforting, all-strengthening Father. She 
knows that she can find in the Father and in the 
Saviour.all the strength that she needs to do her. best 
under any test that may come to her. Is not that 
enough? Is it not going pretty far out of our way to 
suppose that we have‘any right, or any need, to know 
whether everything that occurs in the universe is or is 
not in accordance with what, in our limited, short- 








sighted, human language we call God’s will? It is his 
universe, notours, Heisrunning it, notwe. Andhe 
is running it just right. We know that. Let us 


leave the ‘‘ why’’ and ‘‘ wherefore’’ questions to him, 
and rest down confidently in his love and his instant 
readiness to meet our needs. Whenever we really 
ought to have the answers to some of these other ques- 
tions, we may be sure that he will reveal them to us. 


‘xa 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


TERNAL Father, we praise thee for the splendors of thy 
grace ;. . . chief of all for this, that thou hast redeemed 
us from sin by making us thine own sons, partakers of 

the divine nature, sharers in thy tasks and power, and with 
thee lords of time and eternity.... Forgive us that we so 
readily allow ourselves to forget the majesty of thy bestow- 
ment and the dignity of our state and destiny. Forgive us for 
discrediting thee and thy glorious gospel by indulging a petty 
spirit, mean, selfish, short-sighted, sometimes bitter, often 
complaining, so seldom large and loving and courageous. 
Forgive us for dwelling on our griefs, on our longings for 
superficial pleasures, and the squalid satisfactions of an easy- 
going life. Forgive us for loving our narrow prison-house of 
self, and neglecting our freedom to the larger life. . . . Lord, 
lure us away from self ; or if we will not be enticed into thy 
joy, then drive us out into-this great open. Make us thy com- 
rades in experience and service, as we are in privilege. Make 
us conquerors, nothing less ; no mere hangers-on at thy kitclien 
door, beggarly, greedy recipients of thy smaller bounties, whin- 
ing if we miss some trivial comfort. ... Lord, make us men, 
wielding thy power to bless, radiant with the joy of doing things 
for thee, even though the work de hard. ... Lord Jesus, send us 
the spirit of Gethsemane, Calvary, and thé resurrection morn. 
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- LESSON FOR Nov, 21 (2Cor. 11: ar to r2: 10) 





HE Rome described in this article is the city 
which existed in the years A. D. 63 and 64, just 
before and after the great fire which almost 


completely destroyed it. Many of the huge build- _ 


ings which the modern traveler now sees in ruins 
were not then in existence, +e 

In our last article we were in the city of Ephesus. 
The great work of Paul was described. Now a num- 
ber of years have passed, and we have seen the good 
cause grow until multitudes throughout Asia Minor 
have become converts, and many heathen temples 
have been deserted by their worshipers. The Roman 
authorities have no quarrel yet with this new religion. 


Word now comes to us, as we are living in Ephe- | 


sus, that Paul is in Rome, and that Christianity is 
making wonderful conquests in the Imperial City. As 
we have seen him in Antioch, Corinth, and Athens, 
we also have a strong desire to see him in the capital. 
Arranging our affairs so that we may be absent for 
some time, we take passage on a fast-sailing trireme 
- to Puteoli,—the great Liverpool seaport of Rome, — 
on a voyage of about nine hundred miles. We 
come at length to Puteoli. On every hand are ships 
from many ports. Here are the heavily-laden grain- 
ships from Alexandria, Near by are merchant ships. 
There is a fleet of war galleys just coming to their 
anchorage. Small boats are rowing about. It is a 
busy.scene. To our right we can see Vesuvius—a 
sleeping volceano—clad with olive-trees and vineyards 
to the very summit. Not far distant are many fash- 
ionable watering-places, such as Baiae, where wealthy 
Romans have built their palaces out into the sea, 

Rome is about one hundred miles away to the 
northwest. We engage a place in the fast passenger 
service, with frequent relays of horses, which goes to 
our destination. ‘This main highway, over which we 
travel, is; splendidly kept. When we.come within. a 
short distance of the great city the way becomes even 

more. congested. . Roman nobles and senators in gold 

‘and, silver bedecked chariots, with splendidly capari- 
soned horses, and haughty court ladies in sedan chairs, 
-borne on the sHKoulders of black slaves, mingle in a 
crowd. of drivers of all sorts of conveyances. On either 
side of the highway are throngs of people on foot, of 
all nationalities and conditions of life. 

What a city this is that we are now entering through 
the Appian Gate} It has, on a conservative estimate, 
I, 500, 000 inhabitants, cooped up in walls only about 
twelve miles in circumference. One-half of the peo- 
ple are slaves, and a good share of the remainder are 
paupers dependent upon the largess of the state. 


There is no middle class. The small wealthy and * 


noble class consists of those of whose extravagant 
luxury we hear so much, 

In this year, A. D. 63, before the great fire which 
destroyed so. large a part of the city, many of the 
streets are narrow, dirty, and flanked by tall, densely 
crowded lodging-houses.. There are some few fine 
public buildings, temples, and palaces. 

What of the condition of the people? Let us hear 
what Seneca, the great philosopher, now living, says 
of it: ‘* All things,’’ he declares, ‘are full of crimes 
and vices.... There is a struggle to see who will 
excel in iniquity. Daily the appetite for sin increases 
and the sense of sin diminishes. Casting away all 
respect for right and justice, lust hurries whithersoever 
it will, Crimes are-no longer secret, they stalk before 
the eyes of men’’ (De Ira, 2: 8). Compare this with 
what Paul says in his Epistle to the Romans (1 : 24- 
32), and see if he has overdrawn his picture. The 
old virtue and purity now seemed to be lost. What 
hope could Christianity have of triumphing in such a 
city as this ? 

Let us enter—we have been too long waiting at the 
gateway. The Roman mind, at its best at this time, 
was intent upon questions of law, government, and 
conquest, and gave small heed to architecture, paint- 
ing, and sculpture, with which the Greek mostly 
busied himself. With this truth in mind we do not 
expect to find the outward adornment that we have 
seen in the cities of Greece. Weare not disappointed 
then in the plain unattractiveness of the city in this 
year A. D. 63, with its buildings mostly of wood. 

Let us come at once to the Forum, which has been 
kept as a large open space in the heart of the city 
ever since its foundation. Around and near this 
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Is the modern city more than a match for Chris- 
tianity ? Was Christianity well enough for centuries 
past, but unable to cope with the gigantic evils and 

- needs of present-day civilization? On the contrary, 
Christianity had a sterner testing in its infancy than 
it is likely ever to have again. The present is domi- 
nated by Christianity ; the world is growing better, 
not worse. If any one doubts this, let him read 
this concluding paper of Dr. Sell’s remarkable series 
on “* City Life in Bible Times.” 

‘Those who have been gripped by his power of 
portrayal will welcome the announcement that Dr. 
Sell is preparing a new series of articles for the 
Times, te appear during 1910 in connection with 
that year’s studies in the Life of Christ. 








place are the temples and public buildings. Here is 
the seat of the popular assemblage, alas! now no more. 
It is a good place, however, to see the motley life of 
Rome. In this crowd to-day are senators, nobles, 
paupers, slaves, begging priests of Isis, Greek philos- 
ophers, Asian rhetoricians, Chaldean astrologers, 
Egyptian magicians, and sellers of all sorts of wares. 
There to our left is the Palatine hill, where the Czsars 
build their palaces and dominate the will of the people. 

As we are passing along the street between the Pal- 
atine hill and the Forum our attention is caught by a 
man who has stopped and is looking at us. We stop 
also and look at him. Seeing this he makes a move- 
ment with his right foot, and draws in the dust with 
the toe of his sandal the crude picture of a fish. 
Without waiting for a single word we at once ask, 
He replies, «‘Come 
with me, I will show you.’’ But what did that sym- 
bol of a fish have to do with our asking him, ‘* Where 
is Paul?’’ Because we knew at once by his action 
that this man was a Christian, and being such he 


- would know the whereabouts of the great aposile. 


The Greek name for fish is IXOY2. The Christians 
read this letter by letter, in symbolical language, to 
stand for ‘‘ Jesus, Christ, Son of God, Saviour.’’ 

Our new acquaintance now requests us to turn 
around and go with him. This brings the Palatine 
hill upon our right. We skirt this hill until we come 
to a street which finally leads us around to its rear. 
Having passed the barracks of the Imperial or Pre- 
torian guard, we come to some narrow streets. We 
go down one of these streets and come to a door at 
which my guide knocks—the door is soon opened by 
a Jew who at once recognizes my guide and gives him 
a hearty welcome. We are soon ushered into a not 
over-large room, in which there are quite a number 
of men. There at the side of the room, seated at a 
table, upon which there are writing materials and a 
manuscript, is the man of our search—Paul. A light 
iron band is about one of his wrists, to which is fas- 
tened a somewhat long slight chain which is secured 
in like manner to a Roman soldier who sits near. As 
we look at the great apostle, there is a slight disturb- 
ance at the door, and a Roman soldier walks in who 
relieves his companion on guard. The guard is 
changed six or eight times every twenty-four hours. 

Some of the company of men in the room are 
from distant places, and some are from this city in 
which we are. They are telling of the successes and 
difficulties of the work, and the apostle is encouraging 
them. The apostle is now speaking of his hope and 
belief that all obstacles may be overcome through 
Christ, and that in spite of all discouragements the 
gospel will triumph. He speaks of the letters he has 
sent to distant cities and of the replies he has had 
in return. He also tells of the encouraging reports 
just received from meetings that are being held all 
over the city, at different centers, even in the homes 
of the noblest and in Czsar’s palace, and of senators 
and great ladies, as well as many slaves who have 
come to know Christ. As he speaks, his whole coun- 
tenance lights up, and we no more see the chains or the 
bare room, but it seems to us that we are listening to 
the great ambassador of some mighty and all-powerful 
ruler. He-ceases.to talk and conversation becomes 
general;.. At this moment a Roman soldier enters with 
a note for Paul and upon reading it he says, ‘At last, 
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friends, I believe that I shall soon be at liberty. Some 
men at court have interceded in my behalf, and I hope 
when the release comes to visit again numbers of the 
churches I have organized and to go to new places."’ 
Upon our asking some questions we learn more of the 
rapid spread of the Christ cause in Rome, so that is 
ever a surprise to the company of workers who have 
gathered about Paul to go out for him. Upon our 
request appolntments are made for us to visit the dif- 
ferent centers of Christianity. Then follow several 
weeks in which we are taken up with this visitation, 
when we see that all that has been said to us is true. 
We greatly enjoy meeting with the bands of Chris- 
tians. At one of these gatherings it is told us that 
Paul's release has come and that he has left the city. 

On the night of July 18, A. D. 64, when we are 
asleep in our house, we are aroused by the cry of 
‘«Fire’’ repeated again and again. Hastily dressing 
we go out. Never shall we forget the horror of the 
six days and six nights which followed—and the suc- 
ceeding days—for in that time ten of the fourteen 
wards of the city are in ashes. Everywhere in these 
days men and women, fleeing from the flames in this 
ward only to be confronted by them in another, declare 
that Nero is the arch fire-fiend in this whole business. 
Certainly a man who committed all the enormities he 
did would not hesitate at the burningof acity. Seeking 
to divert the accusation against himself, Nero accused 
the Christians, and began that first great persecution. 
Men's hearts were made to tremble. To this time 
Christianity had made wonderful progress and before 
it were the brightest prospects. So many, tired of evil 
and the unsatisfactory worship of the dissolute gods and 
goddesses, were giving it their allegiance. - Now its 
sun seemed about to set in a sea of blood: Pity flees 
from the earth and cruelty takes her placé. The Im- 
perial edict goes forth, and the Christians are marked 
for torture and death. Tacitus, the Roman historian, 
describing this time says, ‘*‘ Those who confessed that 
they were Christians were first seized and then on their 
evidence a huge multitude were convicted.”’ 

Nero, in order further to divert the populace from 
himself, now orders several: great amphitheaters to be 
built, where games Can be exhibited. One huge one, 
to seat 70,000 or 80,000 spectators, is hastened with 
all possible speed. Great trunks of trees are cut on 
the slopes of Atlas and forwarded to Rome. Thousands 
of mechanics work by day and at night by huge torches 
and flares of light. ‘* Wonders are told concerning the 
pillars inlaid with bronze, ivory, mother-of-pearl and 
transmarine tortoise shells. Canals filled with ice- 
cold water from the mountains and running along 
under the seats are made to keep an agreeable cool- 
ness in the building even during the greatest heat. A 
gigantic purple velarium gives shelter from the rays of 
the sun. Among the seats are disposed vessels for the 
burning of Arabian perfumes: above them are fixed 
instruments to sprinkle the spectators with the dew of 
saffron and verbena.’’ The day before the opening 
of this amphitheater large spaces underneath the 
seats are got ready and a great number of Chris- 
tians—men, women and little children—are brought 
here and sewn up in the skins of wild beasts. 
Here the noble Roman virtues of the time show 
their paste character. Now it is the day of the 
opening. The people, as soon as they can, rush 
the seats with resounding shouts. Nero is here in his 
royal robes, his diamond collar and crown of gold. 
Wecannot describe these games lest we sicken of the 
horror. Such are the Roman pastimes—to rejoice 
in the death of men, women and innocent children 
who were trying to live pure lives in the sight of God 
and who had professed faith in Christ. 

How long will Christianity survive such treatment ? 
It is not a question of survival, for under such perse- 
cutions it grew by leaps and bounds. Here was some- 
thing worth living and dying for. Christianity out- 
lives its persecutors, Nero met a shameful death. 
Rome came to acknowledge Christ as its master. The 
empire has gone down. Christ's kingdom is still 
growing. It is not true that Christianity is able to 
grapple with and conquer only small evils in small 
places ; it is equal to the largest things. No city is so 
big and evil- but that Christianity, rightly brought to 
it is more than its master. 

Fort Wayne, Inn. 
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R. CHESTERTON, author 
of Orthodoxy, would, 
doubtless, not claim a 

place among the foremost in- 

terpreters of Christianity. How- 
ever, in his chapter on ‘‘The 

Paradoxes of Christianity,’’ he 

‘ has touched one of the deeper 

veins of Christian truth. He finds the paradox of cour- 

age and martydom in those startling words, ‘« He that 

- will lose his life, the same shall-save it.'’ The life and 

- teachings of one who commands a superhuman insight 

-aré always paradoxical to a superficial age or person. 

- Even after the witness of the centuries, it’takes an effort 
for many of us to look upon the hour of our Lord's cru- 
cifixion as the hour of his glory. We still too often 
feel the tremor of paradox in such words as ‘A cross- 
less Saviour would be a crownless King.’" It was the 
Master who lived the paradox of the Cross who spoke 
the paradox which we may call the Beatitude of Perse- 
cution. Luke adds some realistic touches to the picture 
of persecution and heightens the injunction to rejoice 
in persecutions by the challenge ‘‘to leap for joy."’ 


Credentials to the Hall of Fame 

Slow as were the early apostles to see the beatific 
side of cross-bearing ; reactionary as they were, at the 
tirst, toward the Messianic Beatitude of Persecution ; 
hesitant as they were to accept self-crucifying service 
as a credential of the Christ,—they came at last to re- 
gard these not merely as paradoxical exaggerations 
but as cardinal Christian principles. So true is this 
that we find our Lord's valuation of persecution as a 
source of strength reaffirmed in every variety of New 
‘Testament. literature. We hear a plain echo of the 
eighth Beatitude in the. Epistle..of James, ‘Take, 
brethren, for an example of suffermg and of patience, 
the prophets who spake in the name of the Lord. Be- 
hold, we call them blessed that endured.’ In the 
First Epistle of Peter we -have these thrilling words : 
‘* Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial among you, which, cometh upon you to prove 
you, .as though a strange thing happened. unto you ; 
but insomuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings, 
rejoice ; that at the revelation of his glory also ye 
may rejoice with exceeding joy. . . If a man suffer 
as a Christian, let him not be ashamed ; but let him 
glorify God in this name.’’ In the Revelation we 
read words that have the inspiration of a hymn: 
‘« Fear not the things which thou art about to suffer : 
behold, the devil is about tocast some of you into 
prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribu- 
lation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee the crown of life.’* The writer of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews admits to his Hall of Fame those 
who had ‘‘trial of mockings and scourgings, yea, 
moreover of bonds and imprisonment: they were 
stoned, they were sawn asunder, they were tempted, 
they were slain with the sword.’’ Yet they ‘ from 
weakness were made strong, waxed’ mighty in war, 
turned to flight armies of aliens.'’ Paul puts his per- 
secutions among his apostolic credentials. ‘* Where- 
fore | take pleasure in weaknesses, in injuries, in ne- 
cessities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's 
sake ; for when I am weak, then am I strong.’’ In 
his second letter to Timothy, Paul goes further and 
makes his apostolic credential the credential of every 
genuine Christian. Hesays: ‘‘ Yea, and all that would 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution."’ 

This note, which sounds out so universally in the 
New Testament, does not find its source in Christian 
sentiment so much as in Christian experience. . Those 
who voice it have learned it in the tests of practical 
living. What seems so paradoxical in thought has 
been found to be an elementary principle in Chris- 
tian life. Our studies in the Acts during the year 
have shown this book to bea convincing series of 
verifications of the Beatitude of Persecution. Indeed, 
the book of Acts places a causal connection between 
the first persecution of the Church and her first de- 
cided steps toward universal progress. ‘‘ The tribu- 
lation that arose about Stephen’’ sowed broadcast the 
seeds of life, and these seeds were seen to find as con- 
genial soil among non-Jews as among the Jews them- 
selves. We cannot pause to trace the influence of this 
first persecution in bringing Peter to preach the gospel 
in many villages of the Samaritans, in thus preparing 


Not theory, but experience, shows that it 
is well to “ leap for joy * when we are per- 
secuted ; and Professor Brown marshals a 
convincing series of facts that reveal the 
Christ-pledged, Christ-given power that 
persecution bestows. 


him for a wider evangelism in 
the Holy Land and, at last, 
bringing him to his ‘crisis—op- 
portunity of planting the gospel 
in the heart and home. of Cor- 
nelius. . ‘[ruly the blood ofthe 

first martyr was seed; and-the 
fruit of the first persecution was 
strength for the cause of Clirist. When we add the 
suggestion that the death of Stephen had much to do 
with causing’ Paul to -become ‘‘a -new ‘creature in 
Christ Jesus,’’ we get one clue, at least, to Luke's bold 
phrasing of our Master's Beatitude of Persecution. 

. We cannot see such manifest fruits from the death 
of the Apostle James by the sword of that conscience- 
less patron of the Jewish Law, Herod Agrippal.- But 
we may be sure that the first apostolic martyr poured 
out every drop of his life-blood into the veins of Peter 
and John who with him made up that innermost cir- 
cle of Jesus’ confidential friends, ‘‘more elect than 
the elect.‘’ Who can measure the access of intens- 
ity which would come to Peter as he would reflect, 
‘¢ James was slain, but the Lord delivered me out of 


‘the hand of Herod *'? The martyr’s mantle fell on 


him and on that beloved brother, who was thereby 
strengthened, not so much for the ‘‘speedier martyr- 
dom of death'’ as for the ‘*long martyrdom of life.’’ 

The Jewish persecutions of Paul nerved him toa more 
determined fulfilment of his mission as Christ’ s chosen 
vessel to bear the gospel to the nations. The two fac- 
tors which did most to help Paul over the great crises 
of his life were repeated visions of Jesus and repeated 
persecutions by the Jews. In this last quarter of 1909, 
as we have studied the way in which Jewish malice 
made Paul, while an apostle of Christ Jesus, ‘‘to be- 
come in fact the, prisoner of Christ Jesus,’’ we must 
never lose sight of the way in which these very perse- 
cutions' promoted the most ‘cherished ‘plans of Paul. 
They planted him in Rome and gave him that match- 


less world-center as a vantage ground from which to * : 
oe 4 - Bartholomew, assassinated leaders, fiendish draggon- 


-nades, civil outlawry, ecclesiastical torture. 
! other, it suggests Beza’s great words : 


direct the movements that in the course of years would 
plant the stainless, though not bloodless, cross of 
Jesus Christ high over the standard of the Czsars. It 
was this same prison-life that gave Paul the priceless 
opportunity to think through to those divinely won- 
derful interpretations of the Christ which distinguish 
his prison letters, 


Power and Purity Come This Way 

Probably even before the deaths of Peter and Paul 
at Rome, James, our Lord’s brother, surnamed ‘ the 
Just," had suffered martyrdom at Jerusalem. His 
death was regarded by ‘‘the wiser part of the Jews’’ 
as such acrime that they took steps which led the civil 
authorities to depose the guilty High Priest, Hanan. 
James must have reached some by his cruel death 
whom he had failed to reach by his righteous life. 
One other winning figure lingers alone in thelast years 
of the Apostolic Age. From the day that John, alone 
of the apostles, watched the dying agonies and re- 
ceived the precious legacy of his Lord ; from the days 
in which he shared the hostilities visited upon Peter 
and saw his own brother fall as the first apostolic mar- 
tyr, the beloved disciple gained a growing insight into 
the meaning of Jesus’ words, ‘* The cup that I drink 
ye shall drink: and with the baptism that I am baptized 
withal shall ye be baptized.’’ A veil is drawn over 
the last days of John, but we do know that it was 
while he was an exile for Christ's sake, while he was 
‘*partaker’’ with his fellow Christians *‘ in the tribu- 
lation and kingdom and patience which are in Jesus,’’ 
that he received the glorious - Reyelation of Jesus 
Christ, and felt the touch of his sovereign, pierced 
right hand, and heard that voice that has not ceased 
to thrill the ages with unearthly strength, saying, 
‘« Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the Livi 
one; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive for 
evermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.”’ 
From this time, we may be sure,,the Beatitude of 
Persecution ceases to be a strange patadox -for ‘‘ the 
beloved Disciple."’ 

It would not, be difficult to follow the. course of the 
persecutions which the -Christian .Church endured 
during the centuries immediately following the apos- 
tolic times, and to find. innumerable ‘verifications of 
the power and purity which the Christians developed 
under persecutions. The philosophy of history which 
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pervades the book of Acts is not derived from excep- 
tional data but from normal. Christian experiences. 
The later history does disclose one general ciple 
which is not so manifest in the earlier. er Con- 
stantine’s conversion it does not require much re- 
search to convince one that the patronage of the secu- 
lar power is even more damaging to the Christian 
Church than its persecution. Unearned prosperity is 
more demoralizing then unprivileged 

Let us call over some names that belong i in our 


modern eleventh chapter of Hebrews and see what 
: they signify. 
: in character we may pass by personal heroes and sim- 
. ply call the roll of a few names that stand for large 
‘ groups of people. - Probably most of us need to think 


To.make the list seem less exceptional 


over again the significance of the word Protestant. 


.For many generations Protestantism and persecution 
- were virtually synonymous. We need to ‘remember 


how the Holy Roman-German Empire. and the Holy 
Roman Catholic Church made an unholy. alliance for 
the physical extermination of all who insisted: upon 
liberty of thought and conscience, and upon the privi- 


_lege of holding direct communion with God in Christ 


as well as upon personal study and obedience of God's 


‘Word. The Protestants endured persecution only to 


g ow thereby, until at last they entered into that life 


.and death struggle known as the Thirty Years’ War, 


and won a victory for religious toleration and pérsonal 
liberty which have thereby become corner-stones of 
modern civilization. 

Another great word, full of suggestion as. to the 
Beatitude of Persecution, is the word Puritan. _The 
word stands for positive Protestantism: in English his- 
tory, and has associations of as courageous endurance 
of persecution as any name in all history. The Puri- 
tans had to learn the double lesson, both how: to win 
strength in enduring persecution and also how to keep 
themselves from using the strength thus won in inflict- 
ing persecution. At enormous price they have won 
for England the blessings of parliamentary rule, free- 
dom from an imposed uniformity of religion and ap- 
preciation of the home as the source and citadel of 
civilization. In America they worked out, with vary- 
ing patience, those blessings which are still an enigma 
in. other lands, a free church in. a free state and a 
church .supported.: only by. the. voluntary: offerings. of 
its people. : “The ages belong to those :who endure for 
righteousness’. sake. 

The name Huguenot suggests on the one hand St 


On the 
** Sire, it befits 
the Church of: God, in whose name I speak, to suffer 
rather than to give blows. But you should remember 
that it is an anvil which has worn out many ham- 
mers."" The Huguenots, it is true, too largely lost 
their beloved France; but they went forth, like an- 
other dispersion of God’s chosen people, to bestow 
and to win inestimable blessings. But, alas, the 
hurt of France in their loss has never been healed. 

Numerous other names, such as the Waddenses of 
France and Italy, the early Covenanters of Scotland, 
the Beggars of the Sea of the Netherlands, the Pi/ 
grims of England and America, and the Jassive resis- 
ters of England, come up for illustration of the glory 
and strength that grow out of righteous endurance. 
We cannot forbear to mention the Stundists of Russia, 
who in their love for a life of simple evangelical 
faith carry us back to apostolic days, and who are 
like the first Christians in that the persecution that 
has scattered them abroad has not exterminated them, 
but has simply sown them as seed broadcast. 


Do We Still Need It? 


The forms of persecution change with advancing 
civilization, but they exist, as very real, for all who 
would live the apostolic life after the pattern seen in 
the book of Acts. In the presence of every form of 
opposition, we of the church of to-day have the need 
of the early spirit of courageous endurance and the 
privilege of the early spirit of victorious faith. The 
Beatitude of Persecution is still available for twen- 
tieth century Christians. The strength which comes 
from endurance and self-renunciatien is our apostolic 
heritage. John Fox, in his Book of Martyrs, sug- 
gests that the whole course of the church seems noth- 
ing else but a verifying of Christ's prophecy of the 
prevalence of the:church. ‘First, that Christ hath 
set up a Church needeth no declaration. Secondly, 
that force of princes, kings, monarchs, governors, and 
rulers of this world, with their subjects, publicly and 
privately, with all their strength and cunning, have 
bent themselves against this Church! And thirdly, 
how the said Church, all this notwithstanding, hath 
yet endured and holden its own! 

NASHVILLE, TENN. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HICH sort of people, as a rule, accomplish the 
most in life: those whose circumstances are 
all favorable (such as having plenty of money, 

fine education, good health, influential friends, and 
so on), or those who lack most of these favorable cir- 
cumstances? Get the class to discussing this ques- 
tion, and to illustrate whatever opinion or opinions 
are given by instances from life or history. 

Is a sound, strong body a necessary first-step to 
athletic success? Are the best athletes those who 
have by nature the best bodies? It would seem so, 
wouldn't it? But some years ago there was a young 
fellow who had to wear metal braces for serious weak- 
ness in his legs. He was threatened with lameness 
that might be a life-lon ener A physician ad- 
vised him to exercise his legs regularly, and suggested 
his tryi g jumpin as something that might strengthen 
them. ‘The boy didso, and kept up his jumping pene. 
tise through his school and college years. He found 
that his legs were strengthened greatly,—so much so 
that before he stopped jumping he had broken the 
world’s high+jamp record for that day by clearing the 
bar at six feet four inches. 

There were probably fifty fellows in his class at 
the University of Pennsylvania who stronger 
leg-muscles to start with than had Billy Page. at 
did net result in any of them breaking a world’s rec- 
ord in the high jump. His weakness was the start 
of lis wonderful record. It was not his weakness 
that finally carried him over that tremendous height, 
but it was what he did with his weakness. Let us 
remember that. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


- Paul could tell a story something like that. He 
never talked about himself unless he thought it 
would do some good; then he was ready to. e de- 
cided once that he’ had better write to the Christian 
people in Corinth about his own career. 

Where was Corinth? When had Paul been there ? 
How long had he stayed? What had he accom- 
plished there? What had happened to him? By 
such questions as these take this opportunity to re- 
view briefly our earlier lesson (of August 1) on the 
Corinth visit, as described’ in Acts 18: 1-17. If the 
class cannot answer the questions, have Bibles 
opened to the passage and the answers found. Or 
assign in advance the questions suggested, and let 
the answers be given as called for. In which mis- 
sionary journey of Paul’s was the Corinth visit? 
(Here Arnold’s Chart of Paul’s Journeyings—2o 
cents—is useful, as it will be in our reviewing from 
now until the end of the year.) What immediately 
a and followed the Corinth visit? How long 

ad Paul been a missionary when he evangelized 

Corinth? What two conspicuous friends did he 
make there? What two other friends, still more 
prominent, joined him there? ~The Corinth experi- 
ence was filled with encouragements for Paul: note 
some of them. He must have looked back with 
gratitude always to what the Lord did for him 
there. 

Here ask the class the question with which Miss 
Slattery startled her class at the opening of her les- 
son, and carry on the matter as she shows how in her 
second paragraph. It would be easy to think that 
this was ordinary boasting on Paul’s part if we did 
not kuow the man as we do, and the circumstances. 
Valuable information as to why Paul made these 
claims for himself is given in the first paragraph, 
respectively, of Ramsay’s and Sanders’ articles; anda 
mostilluminating explanation is offered in Mr. Pier- 
son’s article. 

Paul’s boasting, if boasting it was, was followed 
by something very far removed from this; his tri- 
umphant glorying in the fact that he was weak. Just 
here is the heart of the lesson. Was his talk about his 
weakness a sort of affectation of humility, or a mere 
desire tospeak in paradoxes? No; it was sober truth, 
and it summed ~ the whole philosophy of the Chris- 
tian religion. e can prove this to our classes. 

Paul had learned, out of an experience that had in 
it more of defeat and helplessness, and more of vic- 
tory and strength, than comes to most men, that his 


. secret of strength and victory was Christ, and that all 


his own greatest strength apart from Christ—his re- 
markable intellect, his exhaustive education, his elo- 
quence, his money, his religious inheritance, his fam- 
ily and citizenship—was of nouse. Therefore when 
he said that he gloried of the things that concerned 
his weakness, and that when. he was:weak then was 
he strong, he meant in all literalness that he rejoiced 


RC RE A ce 


LESSON 8. NOVEMBER 22. _PAUL’S STORY OF HIS LIFE - 


22 Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so 
am I. Are they the seed of Abraham ? so am I. a3 Are they 
ministers of Christ? (I speak as one beside himself) I more ; 
in labors more abundantly; in prisons more abundantly, in 
stripes above measure, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five 
times received I forty strifes save one. 25 Thrice was I beaten 
with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a 
night and a day have lI been in the deep; 26 in eyings 
often, én perils of rivers, iz perils of robbers, én ls from my 
1countrymen, én ls from the Gentiles, é# perils in the city, 
in perils in the wilderness, i# perils in the sea, iz perils among 

rethren ; 27 éz labor and travail, in watchings often, in 
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness, 
28 ? Besides those things that are without, there is that which 
presseth upon me daily, an for all the churches... . 

12:1 5{ must needs glory, though it is not expedient ; but 
I will come to visionsand revelations of the Lord. 2 I know 
a man in Christ, fourteen years ago (whether in the body, I 
know not; or whether-out of the: “b know: not; God 
knoweth), such a one up even to the third heaven. 3 
And I know such a man (whether in the body, or apart from 


“the body, I know not; God knoweth), 4 how that he was 


caught “pues Paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which 
it is not lawful for a man to utter. On behalf of such a one 
will I glory : but on mine own behalf I will not glory, save in 
my weaknesses. 6 For if I should desire to glory, I shall not 
be foolish : for I shall speak the truth : but I forbear, lest any 
man should account of me above that which he seeth me /o de, 
or heareth from me. 7 And by reason of the exceeding great- 
ness of the * revelations, that I should not be exalted over- 
much, there was given to me a § thorn in the flesh, a messenger 
of Satan to buffet me, that I should not be exalted overmuch. 
8 Concerning this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it 
might depart from me. 9 And he hath said unto me, My grace 
is sufficient for thee: for my power is made perfeet in weak 
ness Most gladly therefore: will.t rather glory. in my weak- 
nesses, that the. power of Christ. may,® rest upon mie. 10 
Wherefore I take pleasure in weaknesses; in injuries, in neces, 
sities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake : for when 
I am weak, then am I strong. 

1Gr. race. Comp. Acts: 7.2 2 Or, Besides the things which I 
omit Or, Besides the things that come out of course *Some ancient 
authorities read Now to glory ts not expedient, but I will come &c. 
4Some ancient authoritigs read reve/ations—wherefore, that &c. 
Aes stake © Or, cover ute Gr. spread a tabernacle over me. See 

ev.7 15 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


<£ 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


[The lesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times} 

Chapter 11: verse22.— Who are referred to by *‘ they ’’ ? 
Is there any distinction between Hebrews and Israelites 
and seed of Abraham ? (Riddle; Ramsay, 2.) 

Verse 23.—What is meant by ‘‘one beside himself’’? 
What is meant by ‘‘in deaths oft ’’ ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 25.—What are the Scripture references to the 
special experiences here referred to? (Riddle.) 

Verse 30.— What is the meaning of this verse? ( Riddle.) 

Chapter 12: verse 2.—Who was this man? What was 
** the third heaven’’ ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 4.—What is Paradise? What is meant by the 
words ‘*unspeakable’’ and ‘‘not lawful for a man to 
utter ’?? (Riddle ; Ramsay, 4.) 

* Verse 6.—What is the meaning of this entire verse? 
(Riddle.) 

Verse 7.—What revelations are referred to? What was 
the thorn in the flesh? (Riddle; Ramsay, last.) 

Verse 10.—What is the meaning of ‘‘ when I am weak, 
then am I strong’’? (Riddle; Ramsay, last paragraph.) 








that there was in him a helplessness that drove him 
to Christ, and that never was he so strong as when 
he was forced by a soengeites: of his personal weak- 
ness to look outside of himself_and find strength in 
his Omnipotent Saviour. When Christ denied Paul 
his freedom from that thorn, it was-as though.he said: 
‘* No, Paul, I do not. want. you to have to bave toe 
much health and strength of your own,-for that 
might cause you to forget your need of me.” And 
Paul says joyously: “* When I £mow that I have no 
strength, then I draw upon Omnipotence ; and that 
means more strength to me than the best strength 
that I could have of my own.” ; 

_Thatis Paul’s greatest message tous, We do not be- 
gin to be of service to Christ until we have discovered 
our own helplessness.te be of any service, and look.to 
him te empower us,. . Billy Page began to become 
strong when he fully. i his own exceptional 
weakness. If we would be as strong as Paul was, let 
us be as ready as he to recognize—yes, to glory in— 
our weaknesses, But we must not stop with them: 
we must let them lead us always straight to the 
place of Strength. 


For comments on the **thora in the flesh,’’ and on the 
subject of strength in weakness, see the following lesson- 
comments in this issue : Riddle, on v. 7. Ramsay, third 
and last aphs. Ridgway, last paragraph. Bar- 
dette, third and fourth paragraphs. Slattery, seventh para- 
graph; Foster, throughout. 








2 Cor. 11: 21 to 12: 10. Commit verses 24, 25 
Golden Text: He hath said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my power is-made perfect in weakness.—2 Cor. 12 :9 





The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE EPISTLE.—The First Epistle to the Cor- 
inthians was written from Ephesus, before the 
riot there. The apostle left that city, and went 

by way of Troas to Macedonia, where he was joined 
by both Timothy and Titus. The Second Epistle, 
from which the Toasen is taken, was written shortly 
after this. The f/ace of writing is not indicated, 
possibly at Thessalonica. The /ime, according to 
the chronology accepted here, was in the latter part 
of A. D. 57. 

_ Occasion and Contents.—The sgentie seems to have 
suffered from bodily infirmity duri :s his stay in 
Macedonia, as the Epistle clearly indicates. More- 
over, the intelligence brought from Corinth by Titus, 
while on the whole favorable, was not altogether 
satisfactory. Paul’s adversaries, ap ntly those 
who called themselves ‘‘of Christ c Cor. 1: 12), 
had been embittered. It appears from chapters 8, 
g, that there had been some delay in making up the 
collection, about which he had given directions in 1 
Corinthians 16 : 2, The main purpose of the fetter 
was to win back, if possible, these opponents before 
he returned to Corinth and exercised discipline upon 
them. Hence it reveals most fully the apostle’s 
power, tact, and tenderness. Oxé/ine.—1. Chapters 
1-7. The writer’s apostolic character and labors, 
with constant reference te his relations with the Cor- 
inthian Christians, .2.. Chapters 8, 9. About the 
collection for the r saints at Jerusalem. 3. Chap- 
ters 10-13. A defense of his apostolic dignity, much 
of it in impassioned language, as in the lesson. 

Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 22.—Are they Hebrews ? The opponents of 
the apostle at Corinth, evidently Jews. ‘The three 
terms used all refer tothe same persons. They mag- 
nified their nationality as Hebrews; their part in the 
theocracy as /srae/ites ; their claim ‘to a part in the 
Messiah as of the seed of Abraham (so Meyer). 

Verse 23.—As one beside himself: Like a man de- 
ranged. A. hyperbolical apology for his apparent 
boasting, indicating deep humility.—/x deaths oft: 
Frequently in danger of death. 

Verses 24-27.—It is clear from this long list that 
the Book of Acts gives an incomplete account of 
Paul’s perils and sufferings. Of the five scourgings 
(in v. 24) there is no other record.— Beaten with rods : 
A’ Roman punishment; only one mentioned. else- 
where (Acts 16: 22, 23).—Stoned: At Lystra (Acts 
14:19).— Thrice 1 suffered shipwreck : Not recorded, 
since this was written before the shipwreck at Malta. 
The long list of references in the Revised Version 
gives the passages which point to the afflictions and 
trials mentioned in verses 26, 27. 

Verse 30.— The things that concern my weakness: 
He would boast of those things that made him ap- 

ar weak and contemptible to his opponents. This 
includes much of what he has already mentioned, as 
well as what follows. 

Chapter 12: 2.—A man in Christ: Evidently Paul 
himself.— 7%e third heaven : That the Jews accepted 
three heavens is not clear. Probably, in this case, it 
refers to a high degree of heavenly exaltation; com- 
pare verse 4. 

Verse 4.—Caught up into Paradise: This refers 
to the same rapt condition as verse3. ‘‘ Paradise” is 
the place where the redeemed spirits dwell ; compare 
Luke 23: 43. The Jews held that it was the blissful 
side of Hades, the place of the dead.— Unspeakadle 
words: A para‘oxical expression to indicate the 
greatness and glory of what was heard.—/or a man 
to utter: Revealed by God, but not to be imparted 
to others. Nothing is indicated as to how these 
words were spoken, or what they were. Probably 


intended for the apostle alone. 
Verse 6.—But / forbear: He had a right to glory, 
by simply stating the truth; but ‘*he wished to be 


judged of by what they had really seen and heard of 
and frora himself in person” (Alford). 

Verse 7.— Zhe revelations: This includes other 
revelations than that described in verses 2-5; and 
the» Beok: of Acts: mentions) several : instances.—A 
thorn in the we : Volumes have been written on 
this phrase. It is most naturally explained as some 
painful bodily infirmity or malady, which seemed to 
weaken him before his hearers. That this was an 
affection of the eyes is the view most generally ac- 
cepted. . Ramsay thinks it ‘was malarial fever, and 
many other maladies have been conjectured. 

Verse 10.— When [ am weak, then lam strong: 
Another paradox. His infirmities led him to depend 
more eutirely.on the might of his Master, ‘' that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me” (v. 9). 
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Weakness Made Strong: the Auto- 
_ biography of a Missionary 
By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Litt.D. 


N HIS second letter to the Corinthians, protesting 
against the low opinion which his detractors ex- 
pressed of him, Paul introduces a short sketch of 

his own career, prefacing it with an a for the 
appearance of egotism and self-glorification which 
autobiography necessarily wears. He will describe 
his own life only because his opponents compel him 
to describe his services. { 

His detractors compared him unfavorably with 
certain Jewish teachers, who had come from Pales- 
tine to Corinth, Paul makes the comparison also, 
and gives it a very different color. He is as truly a 
Hebrew, an Israelite, an heir of the Promise, as they. 
He is far more truly a minister of Christ than they, 
for he had suffered imprisonment, ec a eey chastise- 
ment and risk of death in a way with which they could 
not compare. He had been five times beaten by his 
Jewish countrymen. He had been three times beaten 
with the rods of Roman lictors. Three times he had 
suffered shipwreck, and on one of these occasions he 
had been in the water for a day and a night. In his 
long missionary journeys he had been exposed to 
many dangers, from flooded rivers, from robbers, in 
cities and in deserts and at sea, from foreigners and 
Jews and even, worst of all, from pretended Chris- 
tians. He had suffered from fatigue and hard work, 
from want of sleep and food and drink and clothes, 
from cold and abstinence, But the greatest trial of 
all was the ceaseless anxiety about his young 
churches, which always pressed heavy on his heart. 
He sympathized with all, suffered in their sufferings, 
denied himself the freedom of life which he was en- 
titled to because some weak and overscrupulous 
Christians thought that such freedom of conduct was 
wrong, and was heart-broken when any of his con- 
verts failed ‘in their'Christian life. In his weakness 
he had been saved by the power of God, as when he 
fled from the governor of Damascus, and was saved 
not through his courage but in the refuge of a basket 
hanging from a-wall.° ' F ; 

The crowning honor of :his career layin the: direct 
communion with.God> which had ‘been- granted to 
him. This was.4 ptivate.experience,’which lay be- 
tween, him and.God; and whiolt in -ordindry:circum- 
—- -he a oe from mentioning to .men. 

ven to Speak of:suc ors, uted to: him: by God 
savors' of Boastfalnaeey ‘bat hes speaks sinder 
compulsion. ‘ Th a vision fourteen years ago he had 
been transported inté heaven jhe had heard what he 
could not repeat ; he did not himself fully comprehend 
what ‘had happened, whether his body. was thus 
caught. up,.or whether the spirit-was set free from 
the body for a time and enabled to commune with 
God. Perhaps it was not the man, but the spirit 
alone, that had seen and heard what occurred in Par- 
adise. Of such honor, in some way that he could not 
define or describe, had he been found worthy. It 
was through his weakness that he was made strong 
and exalted to honor. He therefore feels justified in 
glorying in his weakness, because through his weak- 
ness he was more fitted to exhibit the power of God, 
which acted through and made use of him for great 
purposes far beyond his own poor strength to carry 
into effect, 

It has sometimes been thought by modern writers 
that Luke lays too much stress on the actions and 
the sufferings of Paul, but this account given by the 
Apostle himself: shows that Luke was reticent, and 
peeset lightly and silently over much that had befallen 

im. Wecan only conjécture as to the occasions when 
many of these events happened, and we cannot fit 
them exactly into his life. As to the great vision, it 
was a secret of Paul’s spiritual life, mentioned only 
through this accidental cause. Yet he datesit to a 
year, a thing that he very rarely does. It occurred 
in the fourteenth year before he was writing. The 
Epistle was written in the year 56-57 (that is, the year 
beginning, wee pracy | to Corinthian custom, in au- 
tumn, 56); and the! fourteenth year: before that was 
43-44.. In that year Paul had gone to P ries gee 
with Barnabas, and had a vision in the Temple, in 
which he was ordered to go away and begin his mis- 
sion to the Gentiles. May we not connect the ac- 
count given to the Corinthians with the other account 
given in the speech to the jews, and believe that the 
order was accompanied with some marvelous revela- 
tion into the purpose of God, which he could not 
speak about to men? 

That this was so suits well with the next words. 
Lest Paul. should. become. proud. through .the con. 
sciousness of this great revelation, his weakness was 
brought home to him by the disease from which he 
soon a to. suffer, and which kept always before 
his mind the knowledge that he could do nothing 
through his own strength. This disease, the stake 
in the flesh, which showed the power of Satan over 
him, began to afflict him not long after he left Jeru- 
salem on that occasion; and, as seems probable, it 
seized upon him in Pamphylia. But this weakness 
was the cause of the marvelous success which was 
granted him immediately afterward in. Galatia: he 
visited Galatia on account of it, and there he gained 
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the first striking victory of his missionary career. 

God's power was made perfect in Paul's weakness. 

Such seems the tin thispart of the ° 
raphy; and the other autobi contained in 

Epistle to the Galatians t to be carefully com- 

with it. But in both there is one character. 

othing seems of value to Paul in his past history 


except relation to God. ' 
ABERDEEN University, SCOTLAND. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Miesionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Aagio-American Congregation in Beyrout 


N deaths oft (v. 23). The same expression is in 
use in Arabic for any severe beating in a quarrel, 
or from mob violence, or at the hand of robbers. 

Such a one, it is said, ate a killing. 

Forty stripes save one (v. 24). The formula for 
counting the number of strokes is the repetition of 
Psalm 78: 38, which in Hebrew contains thirteen 
words, and these words of mercy and forgivenes: 
are repeated three times to make the number thirty- 
nine, 
cially applied in a case of voluntary penance. 

Beaten with rods (v. 25). As an official form of 
punishment this is now chiefly the bastinado, beating 
on the soles of the feet for certain offenses and in 
compelling criminals to give evidence. Lately in 
the Beyrout prison the prisoners managed to make a 
hole in the wall, and several wriggled through and 
made their escape before the jailors came in and found 
the hole blocked by a stout man, who could neither 
get in nor,out. Much popular sympathy went out 
towards the partially liberated man, because he would 
be in the ition for the bastinado as he lay. 

dn perils of robbers (v. 26). Robbery in the streets 
of a town is a modern importation from Europe. The 
Oriental danger is from the holding up of travelers 
by a band of outlaws like David’s desperadoes, or by 
the Bed’ween of the desert, who claim that it is only 
their way of taking custom-house dues for traffic. 

Let down in a basket by the wall (v. 33). When 
a village grew into a town, it became necessary to 
build a protecting wall, with strong gates that were 
closed at night. The city dominated its surrounding 
area, and such authority provoked conflict, while the 
accumulation of wealth within was a temptation to 
the Bed’ween tribes and to armed men out on a 
foray. Many of the houses were built on the line of 
the wall, and ‘visitors to Damascus at the presént 
day are shown the traditional place from which. the 
apostle was lowered to the ground. The same kind 
of hamper-basket, made of soft, tough reed grass, is 
still in use. Specimens of the same article are found 
in the sand of ancient Egyptian tombs and quarries: 


Beyrout, Syria. 
b 4 


The Right to Boast 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


N CHINA and other countries where the people 
have known nothing of native self-sacrifice in the 
service of God and man, the missionaries have 

often been asked ‘‘ For what crime.were you obliged 
to flee from your own land and to live in exile among 
us?" Eventhose at home who claim to be intelligent 
are sometimes heard to remark that only those who 
could not succeed at home are willing to go abroad. 

It seems almost necessary at times for missionaries 
to indulge, like the Apostle Paul, in a little boasting 
in order that those who are foolish enough to over- 
estimate the value of a long igree and reputation 
and wealth may be ready to listen to those whocount 
all such boasting vain. ‘ 

Who is this quiet-mannered, informal, unassuming 
man who preaches the simple gospel and ministers 
to the poor and the sick fisher-folk on the ice-bound 
coast of the Northland? That man is Sir Wilfred 
Grenfell ; of the same blood as Sir Richard Gren- 
ville, immortalized by Tennyson in ‘* The Revenge”; 
a cousin of Lerd Kelvey; a graduate of Oxford; made 
by King Edward a ‘** Companion of St. Michael and 
St. George;” the most influential man on.the Labra- 
dor Coast. Yet he boasts -not of these things, and 
values them not, unless perchance the knowledge of 
them will lead men to listen more attentively. 

Countless other missionaries might be mentioned,— 
like the Ho Ion Keith Falconer,—who could truth- 
fully boast of noble birth and wealth, of famous an- 
cestors, high education, and brilliant Face tc yet 
who have chosen to count thesé but refuse that they 
might become bond-servants of Christ -and’ humble 
ministers to their needy fellow-men. 

Many times when the missionaries have approached 
a heathen land they have been able to;turn aside 
hostile intexztions and gain a hearing by proclaiming 
themselves messengers from the Great Spirit, having 
his ‘letter to the sons of men. 


Brook yn, N. Y. 


It is now a mere synagogue tradition, artifi-. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway | 


. s 
One’s Own.— Are = Hebrews? so am I\v. 22). 
Paul usually stood well with everybody but Jews. 
Jewish Christians didn't like him because he did not 
think a Gentile had to all the way around by in- 
tricate and burdensome Judaism to get into the king- 
dom (1 Cor. 7: 19 
every Christian 

to heaven. If there 
tare man, he was looked upon with suspicion. The 
*ists and the ’ans didn’t fall on each other's necks— 
except to wring them !—and-the world sneered, and 
Christ's cause suffered. Did ever know that the 
children of the Seeker tie ng and Baptist-banish- 
ing Puritans refused to join church? Even in this 
day, when a man gets a broad vision, opposition is 
apt to come from his own. A Sunday-school super- 
intendent I know proposed written reviews. e 
questioning obstruction came from his pastor and 
teachers. “But the ‘‘common people” heard him 
gladly, and the written review was a success. Al- 
ways help Pen own. Paul was the biggest Jew of 
them all. Perhaps Jim is the biggest Jones of all 
the Joneses, 

A “ Big Stick.” — Five times received I forty stripes 
save oné(v. 24). Read this whole passage to the 
28th verse, and look me in the eve and tell me 
if you honestly think a man like Paul would have 
taken all this for a lie. High honors on Easy 
Street were for him otherwise (Acts 22: 3). Here 
in this passage you have the price he paid for 
his faith. These verses have had more to do with 
clinching my faith than all the rest of the Bible. 
When the devil. of Doubt sticks his head in my door, 
I hit him with this and he runs. Paul gave up his 
splendid earthly prospects, and took this. He sacri- 
ficed those things a man holds dear, and took this. 
Yea, he labored and died because the gospel is true 
—and Paul was the most ‘‘ up-to-date” man who ever 
lived. Read him, and see for yourself (2 Tim.,1 : 12.) 


Under the Press.— 7hat which presseth upon me 
daily (v. 28). Oh, the smarting juice of the daily 
press! It makes the hair white, eats grooves into 
the fair flesh of the face, and turns the milk of human 
kindness to bonnyclabber. Unless the antidote is 
kept in the heart (Psa. 55:22). In Paul’s case the 

ress came from his own people. In ours it comes 
rom lack of loving trust (1 Pet. 5:7). Don’t any of 
you fellows ever make the mistake of .envying the 
man at the mahogany desk.’ "Your envelope is ‘teady 
for you every pay-day. Even if it is not as fat as 
you would like, plain living and sound sleeping are 
yours. The sombre old mahogany desk can tell you 
of many a nervous tramp, and of many a killing anx- 
iety that banished food and sleep. And the daily 

ress of the household, too. Take your women folks 
rom under it as often as you can. Accept all the 
invitations, and take in all the picnics. As mother 
would say, ‘‘Oh, to get away from the everlasting 
what shall we have for breakfast, dinner, and sup- 
per!" The daily press is what kills long before the 
time, if Christ does not chock the platen. 

Why Care ?— Caught % 8 even to the third heaven 
(12:2). Fora long time I could not understand how 
delicate and refined women could plunge into the 
slums and devote their lives to the degraded ones 
that herd there. How men and women of culture 
and position could leave all they held dear, and give 
themselves to the loathsomeness of heathenism: 
Here is the secret of it all. God gives his children 
visions and experiences too holy to be talked about. 
Christ’s children can’t tell you everything, but that 
is why they are so anxious to save you. hat differ- 
ence does it make to me personally whether you fel- 
lows accept Christ or not? I shall have my same 
friends, my same pleasures, my same comforts, my 
same health, no matter what becomes of you. But, 
old fellow, I am ill at ease because I know you are 
lost—and you are too good a fellow to throw_your- 
self away for nothing. 

No Thorn, No Song.— 7here was given tomeathorn 
in the flesh (v. 7). Farrar is convinced that Paul's 
**thorn”’ was a painful and distressing affection of 
the eyes (Gal. 4: 15), Why do good people have so 
much sickness? Why did a man working so hard 
for God, like Paul, have to suffer with a ‘‘thorn” ? 
The saloon-keeper’s children are as hearty as young 
bucks, while our minister’s children are sick half the 
time. The problem of Job—the oldest of problems. 
Read Job, and see if you can solve it. No thorn, no 
Paul. Thorns in the flesh mean roses in the soul. 
Few people had ever heard of a young poet named 
Alfred Tennyson until the thorn tore his heart, and 
then the world had ‘‘ In Memoriam.” I have a friend 
who writes the most charming try, graceful, ten- 
der, and full of music, but you have never heard of 
him. He needs thethorn. The world's best work is 
done by men with the thorn. Those English roads 
returned travelers are énthusiastic about, and which 
America has now begun to emulate, were made by 
a blind man. Tom Hood had consumption. . So-had 
Robert Louis Stevenson. The sweetest Christians 
you will ever meet will be those with the ‘‘ thorn.” 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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. sufficient for thee (12:9). 


_- Edison’s phonograph refused to say the word 








LESSON FOR NOV, 21 (2 Cor. 1x: 21 to 1220) 


The Illustration Round - Table 


LL ee are invited to assist in the conduct of 
r One dollar is offered weeny 
anecdotal lesson illustration that can be 
_ and ¢we dollars for the best illustration used 
om Sng the accepan iaoanee of tonietiols and. ee yest? 
asta 2 Any Gon for a two-cent stamp. | 
When Working Hard.—/x labors more 
abundantly (11 : 23). A-lady who was visit- 
ing a rope-works saw at one end of the build- 
ing a little boy turning a very large wheel. 
She. t ht it was too laborious work for 
such a child, and as she came near she spoke 
to him, ‘* Who sent you to this place?”’ she 
asked. ‘Nobody; 1 came by myself.’’ 
**Does your father know you are here?’’ 
**I have no father.’’ ‘Are you paid for 
your labor?’® ‘Yes, I get ninepence a 
day.’’ ** Whatdo you do with your money ?’’ 
**I give it to my mother.”” ‘Do you like 
this work?’’ ‘* Well enough, but if I did 
not I should do it, for I want to get money 
for my mother.’’ ** How old are you?”’ 
**Almost nine.’”’? ‘*Are you never tired of 
turning this great wheel?’’ ‘* Yes, some- 
times.’? ‘*And what do you do then?’’ 
** Why, lady, then I take the other hand.” 
She went home strengthened in her devo- 
tion to duty, and said, ‘*The next time my 
tasks seem hard to me I will not complain, 
but ‘ take the other hand.’ ’’—O/a Winslow, 
San Francisco. From The Classmate. 


The Mango Tree Christian.—/” peri/s 
jrom my countrymen, in perils from the 
Gentiles, ... in perils among false brethren 
(11 : 26). A Brahman compared the Chris- 
tian missionary to a mango tree, It puts 


forth blossoms and then weights its branches | 


with fruits. For itself? No, for the hungry 
who come to it for food. By and by the tree 
is assailed with clubs and stones. Its leaves 
are torn and its branches are bruised and 
broken, “It is stripped bare. But does it 
resent this cruel treatment and refuse to 
yield fruit another year? No; next year it 
is more fruitful than ever. So it is with the 
Christian missionary, said the Hindoo.— 
#lorence S. Durfee, Marion, Ohio. J. R. 
Miller, in' The Record of Christian Work. 


In‘Spite of Environment.—<A/y grace 1s 
I have ‘séen 4 
snowdrop thrust itself through three inches 
of macadam. How was that? It did not 
believe in environment, © And if, when God 
puts this power into the bulb, it can thrust 
itself through three inches of macadam, and 
look at the blue sky, and get the kiss of the 
sun, do you think God will give you an 
environment that will shut you out from the 
higher world and higher life? — Juniata 
Rohrback, Washington, D.C. From W. L, 
Watkinson. 


Only What You Need.—% grace is 
sufficient for thee (12:9). ‘*Have you 
grace enough to be burned at the stake?’’ 
was the question once put to Mr. Moody, 
who answered in the negative. ‘*Do you 
not wish that you had?’’ ‘No, sir; for I 
do not need it. What I need just now is 
grace to live in Milwaukee three days and 
hold a convention.’’—A/iss Minnie Replogle, 
Mt. Morris, Lil. 


Because It Must be Done.—J/y power is 
made perfect in weakness (1229). Difficul- 
ties have been yielding to enthusiasm ever 
since the world began. Fora longtime Mr. 


** specia.”’? It would drop the ‘*s’’ and say 
** pecia.”” And Mr. Edison says he worked 
from eighteen to twenty hours q day for seven 
months to secure that single sound, until he 
succeeded. The material which he originally 
used for his cylinders did not prove satis- 
factory. _He wanted something delicate 
enough to receive impressions not more than 
a millionth of an inch in depth, and yet rigid 
enough to catry the needle up and down, 
exactly reproducing the vibrations which had 
made the impressions. Scientists told him 
that there was no such substance in exist- 
ence, ‘* Then we must produce it,’? was 
the reply. -They insisted that it could not 
be done, because the qualities which he de- 
manded were inconsistent and exclusive of 
each other. This modern Aladdin declared 
that it cou/d be done because it must be 
done; and he did it.— William Jj. Hart, 
D.D., Utica, N. Y. Dr. Josiah Strong, in 
The New Era. The prise for this week is 
awarded to this illustration, 


Two Results of Pounding.— Wherefore I 


am I strong (12:40), . There is a pretty 
story “— “ gravel-walk. nay the es ge 
ette : ‘* How fragrant you are this morning,”” 
said the gravel-walk.  *t Yes,’?; said the 
mignonette, ‘* I have been trodden upon and 
bruised, and it has brought forth all my 
sweetness,’’ ‘‘ But,’’ said the gravel-walk, 
**T am trodden on every day, and I only 
grow harder.’’—Albert V. Marsh, Upper 
Alton, Il. From The Ram's Horn, 


. 
Home Department Lesson Talks 
By Robert J. Burdette, D.D. 


N SPITE of his strenuous life, Paul was 
fond of pleasure. He was a man given to 
singing and shouting in his overflowing 

exuberance of spirit. e breaks out in 

cries of exultation in the midst of his letters 

—and that is something so unusual that prob- 

ably you have not one, among your many 

correspondents, who is given to such out- 
bursts of joyous triumph, breaking in on the 
sober dictation of a letter or the laborious 
scratching of the pen, to raise a shout of 
glory that would thrill a camp-meeting. 

Writing an argument on the proof of im- 

mortality, Paul suddenly shouts his victorious 

challenge to death and the grave, and cries 
out ‘Victory through our. Lord Jesus 

Christ.’’. That isn’t an argument. That’s 

the glorious shouting of a happy man. He 

begins his letter to the church at Ephesus 
with an exultant ‘* Blessed be the God and 
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Father-of our Lord Jesus Christ—’’ and then 
breaks out n-in the middle of his letter, 
** Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly—ynto, him be glory !’’ - He has 
learned the secret of happiness. He has 
learned to glory in his weakness and to take 
pleasure in nfirmities. And, for some of 
us, if we could only take pleasure’ in our 
weaknesses life would be one long joy-ride. 
When Paul reviews his life, he reads a lon 
chapter of persecutions and afflictions, eac 
one with a compensation. Troubled on 
every side,-yet not distressed ; persecuted, 
but not es Tieh pee ve co de- 
stroyed ; alwa’ e light affliction workin 
out the pa a and eternal weight a 
glory; always the dying of the Lord Jesus 
manifesting the life of Jesus; sorrowing, yet 
always rejoicing; poor, yet making man 
rich; having nothing, yet ssing all 
things. Stoned and scourged and starved, 
shipwrecked and imprisoned, insulted and 
betrayed, deserted and neglected, misun- 
derstood and unappreciated, and at last, 
above all, some thorn in the flesh that ran- 
kled and stung, and which God refused to 
remove, in spite of his servant’s mighty 
a gladly Paul glories in his in- 
rmities, reproaches, necessities and perse- 
cutions, and the tone of his life is a joy that 
shines beyond the stars. 
For God had said to him, ‘‘ My grace— 
of the Infinite, power of the Almighty, 
wisdom of the Omniscient—is sufficient for 
the pains and aches and trials of the weakest 
man on earth.’? Why, get that into your 
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heart and you'll scandalize the congregation 


-and-please God and- niake ‘the angels laugh 


some Sunday morning by breaking out into 
some shouting as¢ription of praise in the 
midst of a dull sermon. The grace of God 
in its all-sufficiency for all your afflictions ? 
That’s a thousand fold better than the chlo- 
roform of a religion that denies everything ; a 
religion that puts you to sleep and paints the 
grin of a clown on your bismuthed face. 
The chloroform either kills you, or it fades 
out, and then- how ghastly your grin looks 
when you wake up and feel serious. | Your 
thorn in the flesh, child of God? Your heart- 
ache and pain, your poverty and your dis- 
appointments; your sickness and your 
helplessness ; your loneliness and friendless- 
ness; your days of anxiety and your nights 
of tossing fear and apprehension ; your sor- 
row and your defeats—have you tried every- 
thing? All of ’em? Opathies, isms, fads, 
freaks, New Thought banalities, spiritism 
crankeries, anesthetics that hurt and heal- 
ings that kill—tried ’em all and grew noth- 
ing better, but rather the worse, until you 
are tempted to curse the day of your birth 
and say that life is not worth the living ? 
Suppose you try the remedy that Paul found 
when eden for an easier life. Try the 
grace of the Omnipotent, and see with what 
Almighty Strength your weakness is made 
strong. Not strong to run away, but mighty 
to endure. Tax the power of God ; see if 
you can tire him, Light your little candle 
at the sun—see if the sun and the living 
(Continued on next page, third column) 





man, and my need of it as a father.’’ 
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fields, the shouting forests and the singing 
meadows note how much light you have 
taken away. Turn your human weakneSs 
into the Might of the Most High. Some 
day you stand at the bank window with a 
check, and the cashier tells you that your ac- 
count is overdrawn. Penniless, creditless ; 
worse than that, in debt at store and at bank; 
you are a pauper. There isn’t a plan in the 
world for getting or borrowing money you 
haven’t thought of, All have failed. A 
friend—many times a millionaire—standing 
by reads it all in your face. He smiles, 
takes the worse than worthless scrap of 
paper from your hand, writes his name across 
the back, and returns it to you. You block 
up that whole window with your assured im- 
portance. Your credit has jumped from 
minus everything to five figures. Why ? 
Aren’t you sorry now that you didn’t make 
out that check for $50,000 instead of $50? 
Why didn’t you? Why don’t you? 
PASADENA, CAL. 


~ 
Lesson Home-Readings 


M.—2 Cor. 11 : 21-33 
T.—2 Cor. 12: I-10 
W.—2 Cor. 10: 1-12 . . . . Paul's authority 
T.—2 Cor. 13 . ... . « Power in weakness 
F.—Gal. 1: 11-24 . . .Apersecutorchanged 
S.—Gal. 4: 12-18. ... .. Paul's infirmity 
S.—Eph. 3: 1-12. . . ‘* Less than the least” 


From the Platform ° 
By Philip E. Howard 


A er Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for thy tender care in the midst 
of dangers seen and unseen. Hitherto hast 
thou led us, and we are here because of thy 
providing and protecting love. Reveal very 
clearly to us, we pray thee, the daily duties be- 
cause of which we are saved by thee for ser- 
vice. Incline us to the courageous facing of 
the hard work that is ours in home and school 
and in business, and may we never shirk, or do 
scantily thé blesséd tasks to which thou dost call 
us, knowing that when’ we gre'weak and help- 
less thou dost supply all heéded strength. May 
we lose ourselves, and find thee in the daily 
task, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.— The superintendent 
can bring out very vividly and briefly the 
facts in Paul’s life that especially lead up to 
the Golden Text if he will ask certain classes 
or persons, before the Jlesson-study, to be 
prepared after the lesson to answer these, or 
similar questions: How many times was Paul 
scourged? How many times beaten with 
rods? Howmany times stoned? How many 
times shipwrecked? What special jeri/s 
does he tell us he passed through? What 
special bodily hardships? What danger and 
how rescued at Damascus? What special 
mental concern? What trouble to keep him 
from getting too proud? When these ques- 
tions are answered after the lesson, the super- 
intendent might gather thé thought of the 
answers into one word, ‘‘hardship,’’? and 
write it across the door-linte] on the board. 
To support that burden / can offer no great 
strength but my weakness (draw the left- 
hand post, and write in the wording). And 
the burden could #o¢ be borne without His 
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|MY GRACE ENOUGH} 


strength, which he offers me (draw the right- 
hand post, and the wording). And under- 
neath the structure is that which sustained 
the Saviour, the Great Apostle, and can sus- 
tain my weakness under hardship. ‘‘ My 
Grace eifough” (draw the sill, and write in 
the words). Are you trying to carry the 
burden alone?’ Why do it? Let some one 
sing as a ‘solo the verses of Mr. Excell’s 


























} . Paul's story of his life 
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hymn, ‘* Grace, Enough for Me,’’ and the 
school join in the chorus. 


% 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* | could not do without Thee.”’ 

‘** In the morning I will raise."’ 

‘* Dear Lord Master mine.”’ 

* A charge to keep I have.” 

‘* Must Jesus bear the cross alone.” 

“ Fight the good fight." 

** Am | a soldier of the cross.” 

‘* Christ is made the sure foundation.” 
(References in parentheses are to the old and new 
editions of the metrical Psalm book “ Bible Songs.”’) 

Psalm 17 : 5-7 (18 : 3-5.. 28 : 1-3). 

Psalm 143 : 5-10 (211 : 3-5. 306 : 3-5). 

Psalm 63: 1-6 (82: 1-5. 125 : 1-3). 

Psalm 25 : 9-43 (33 : 10-13. 52 : i-4). 

Psalm 73 : 19-23 (101 : 10-13. 5% : 1-4). 


Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


URING the reunion of old soldiers, 
father took the children to see the 
parade. The soldiers could not march 

so fast nor so far as when they went to the 
war, more than forty years ago. Some who 
were lame or feeble, or had lost an arm or 
leg, rode in carriages. How people cheered, 
because they knew how brave those soldiers 
had been, and how much they had suffered 
in war! The parade stopped at the park, 
where a fine picnic dinner was served, while 
bands of music played. Afterward groups 
of gray-haired soldiers scattered on the 
grass or benches telling one another the 
stories of their lives. ‘Those who passed by, 
heard such words as hungry, cold, thirsty, 
sleepy, long tiresome marches, battles, bul- 
lets, wounds, prisons, death of comrades, and 
home coming at last. It was interesting to 
watch and listen. That day, in nearly every 
home ofthat city, people talked about the 
old soldiers. 

For a long time we have studied about a 
brave Christian soldier ? (Paul.) Sing 
the chorus of ‘* Onward, Christian Soldiers.’’ 
It wasn’t always easy for Paul, but he kept 
going for years. When he couldn’t travel 
or talk, he wrote letters to his friends or 
the new churches. In one of these letters, 
(show it) 's pext of the story of his life. To- 
day in almost every Sunday-school in the 
world people are talking about ‘* Paul’s 
Story of his life’? (Show the lesson title, 
covering the picture). 

If you could read Paul’s story of his life, you 
would find these words: ‘‘ pain, weariness, 
hunger, thirst, cold, beaten, stoned, minister 
of Christ, prisons, robbers, shipwrecks, 
weakness,’’ etc. They do not sound very 
pleasant, but Paul was ready to suffer such 
things if people only listened and believed in 
Jesus. Paul doesn’t stop to write when all 
these things happened, but he does tell about 
a narrow escape one time soon after he be- 
came a Christian (uncover the picture). 

You know Paul started to Damascus to ar- 
rest Christians and bring them back in 
chains to the Jerusalem prison. He became 
a Christian on the way, which changed his 
plans, so that he wanted to learn to preach. 
Some people wouldn’t believe him, but 
thought he was only pretending. Some were 
so angry that they even tried to kill him, 
and watched the city gates night and day to 
catch him, ifhe went through. Some friends 
believed Paul, so by night through a . 
(window) let him down by the (wall) 
ina (basket) so that he escaped the 
guards, which the governor had stationed at 


. ~ 


























| the Damascus gate. 


One thing, of which Paul spoke very little, 
troubled him all his life. Some people think 
he had weak eyes, some think his back was 
crooked. We do not know just. what his 
trouble was, but Paul’s letter says ‘‘I prayed 
the Lord three times that it might leave 
me ’’ and /God’s answer came, ‘* My grace (or 
power is sufficient (or enough) for thee, for 
my strength is made perfect in weakness.”’ 
So Paul was.contented, and worked on, until 
he could say ‘‘I can do all things, through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.’’ 

Paul’s trouble makes me think of Anna, 
who is now a woman, whom everybody loves. 
When she was a tiny baby, Anna’s brother 





was sick. Before it was known that he had 
smallpox, baby Anna took it. She never re- 
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membered being sick, but when she got well 
her little face was covered with marks and 


scars, which grew larger and deeper as she 
grew older. Mother helped her to understand 
that al the scars would never leave her 


face, the love of Jesus could make her heart 
so happy and bright that it would shine from 
her eyes, making her beautiful to all who 
knew her. It all came true. She was a 
dear Christian girl, and learned what it 
meant to Paul and others, when the Lord 

said, ‘*My grace (or my help) is sufficient, 
(or pp Bion. 3 for you.”’ 


Cuicaco, ILL, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Margaret Slattery 


EMEMBER: A real teacher knows 

** the yood points” of each pupil and 

calls them out. **Good’’ as well as 
‘*evil?’ develops through use. 

** Was Paul conceited ?”’ I asked abruptly. 
They looked astonished, and two or three 
said *‘no’’ indignantly. ‘* Open your Bibles 
to Second Corinthians 11, begin with verse 
22 and read through verse 28,’’ I said, ‘‘ and 
tell me how a man could say those things 
and not be conceited.’? They read silently, 
and as if greatly interésted, and I waited 
until nearly all had finished and then said, 
‘* Well, what do you say?’? Eleanor said, 
it sounded ‘as if he were almost boasting of 
all he had done.”’ Elsie said,‘* He was not 
boasting at all and it was not conceit; he 
was just telling them what trials he had had 
as any one might tell about his hard times.’’ 
Ethel said, ‘* He was reminding them of all 
he had been through.” This seemed to be 
the general opinion, and I was interested in 
their ‘‘defense’’ of Paul. To whom was he 
saying these things? 1 asked. They said, 
** to the Corinthians,’’ and one girl said that it 
was his secundletter. ‘* What sort of people 
were the Corinthians?’’ .The girl assigned 
spoke of the many enemies as well as friends 
Paul had in Corinth, and I said it .was prob- 
ably these very enemies who had caused Paul 
to write the words we had beenreading,. They: 
were written in self-defense, to explain, and, 

as Elsie had said, he was just stating facts. 
« Explain verse 1,’? I said calling on the 
girl assigned, who did pretty well with her 
clipping, I added a little. 

Let .us see what Paul really had been 
through. - Verse 24 says what? I called for 
some one to tell about an instance of which 
we had studied. I took up each of Paul’s 
*‘trials,’? explaining, where necessary, and 
letting them tell me instances they remem- 
bered. 

The girl assigned told us God’s answer to 
Paul’s plea to have the sfecza/ trial in his 
life taken away. (v. 9.) What does the verse 
mean?I asked. (Assigned.) 

I added to the girls’ explanation of ‘* my 
grace is sufficient for thee, ’’ using several 
illustrations to show how God has helped 
men to bear all sorts of infirmities, and in 
spite of them to be of service to their fellows. 

What was Paul’s thorn in the flesh? The 
girl assigned told us the various ** supposi- 
tions,’’ and that no one knows. 

I suppose hundreds of people beside 
Paul have had a “thorn in the flesh.’’ 
Some very large and real, and some very 
little and imaginary, What was Milton’s? 
I asked. Robert Louis Stevenson’s? I 
told them of Fanny Crosby’s, etc., and then 
named some little thorns, ‘‘a hot temper,’’ 
** over-sensitiveness,’’ ‘personal appear- 
ance’’; the girls named others. ‘*I suppose 
you girls havesome,’”’ Isaid. ‘* You needn’t 
tell them unless-you would like to talk it 
over with me sometime, but you have some, 
I know. I have.’? One of our frankest 
girls said hers was ‘‘mathematics,’’ that it 
was an ‘‘ awful trial’? and made her miser- 
able. One or two others told theirs. ‘* The 
question is,’’ I said, ‘¢ what shall we do with 
these thorns? What did Paul do first?’’ 
They said, prayed to have it taken away. 
‘* We all have a right to do that,’’ I said, 
**and often the prayer is answered, often 
not. What then?’’ ‘Endure it,’? ‘‘be 
as good as you can,’’ **you can get along 
in spite of it,’? **God will help you to bear 
it,’ etc. I gave iilustrations of girls and 
women I know who in spite of the thorn 
of physical weakness, poverty, or difficult 
surroundings, with God’s help are doing a 
see deal of good where they live and are 

ved by many people. The girls discussed 
these freely and expressed their admiration 
for such people. I asked for seritence 
prayers. I led, and four girls followed. 





Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 

To the class; Write to-day’s lesson, using 
the topics, Choose your own subject for 
the lesson, Write three things ‘*To Re- 
member Always.’’ Read Romans 14: 10-21 
and decide why these verses were chosen for 
the Temperance Lesson. (On the World's 
Temperance Sunday we shall have a special 


om for the entire school, but this class |-j 


ing taught in advance had a regular lesson.) 
To special gir 
certain ey in three of the most helpful 
books I know. I wish every teacher and 
library owned the series, They are written 
in a si = interesting way for children, I 


chapters in the same book to]: 


‘**chums,’’ that they might prepare ther, 
The books are in Gulick’s Hygiene Series, 
‘Ginn & Co. I assigned asfollows: ‘*Good 
Health’? to three girls, chapters 3, 23 
and 24, and 30 on ‘* Tobacco and Pure 
Air,’? **Aleohol and Warm and Cold 
Weather,’’ ‘‘St. Martin and Alcohol.’’ 

‘““The Body at Work’ to two girls. 
Chap. 17, ‘‘ Alcohol and Patent Medicine ;’’ 
chap. 24,** The Okushiri Islanders.” (most 
interesting.) 

‘* Town and City ”’ to three cies chapter 4, 
** Expense of Alcohol’’; chapter 10, ‘* Good 
Business and Alcohol ’’ ; chapter 26, ** City 
Health and Alcohol.’’ 

To the teacher: Plan to close the lesson 
with a frank talk with your girls about self- 
denial for their own sakes and others. Say 
to them wisely what a women can say to 
fifteen and sixteen-year-old girls about their 
thoughts, companions, pleasures and espec- 
ially about making confidants of their mothers, 


FITcHBURG, Mass. 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


N A LARGE piece of paper I drew the 
crude outline of an evenly-balanced 
scale, showing the two scale-pans just 

opposite each other. On one scale-pan I 
drew a series of blocks, and labeled each 
block with some word drawn from Paul’s 
statement. of experience, thus : .*‘ hungry,’’ 

‘‘beaten,” '**robbed,’” _ ** shipwrecked,” 
“stoned,” “ imprisoned. “i 
scale-pan I placed a single block marked 
‘*¢ Paul’s strength.” 

With a few words of inquiry I got the boys 
to tell me about Paul’s life, as they remem- 
bered it. Then we read his own story, verse 
by verse, As each verse was read, I empha- 
sized it in some way—thus, verse 26: ‘*‘ How 
many perils?’® The boy couldn’t tell at 
once, so he read it again and we counted. 
After the lesson story was well along, I 
picked up my paper with the sketch on it. 
‘¢ Read what it says on the blocks on this 
side.’’ And they read the list. ‘**And on the 
other side—‘ Paul’s strength.’*’ ‘* Here’s 


os t 





duu 

















a test; will Paul’s strength be great enough 
to balance all these other things?’’ ‘* No,’’ 
‘*Yes,”? from all sides. ‘*I guess Paul was 
rather a small man, and there was something 
the matter with him physically. Was he 
equal to the strain of all these things i Ais 
own strength??? ‘No,’ “No.” “But 
look !’’ I said, (I had been holding the 
sketch against my body, to prevent the light 
from shining through. Now I held it up to 
the light, and the second scale-pan was seen 
to contain a large block alongside the first, 
reading ‘* God’s Power.’’ This I had traced 
on the dack of the paper in inverted letters, 
and it was only visible by transmitted light. ) 

Now we have it. Paul alone, with human 
strength, never could have met the test ; but 
Paul with God’s power did meet it. And 
that’s the kind of man I’d like to see every 
boy become, a man who succeeds because 
God is with him. 

Paul was a great man. There isno better 
testimony to this than in his effort. to glorify 
God rather than himself. He hada wonder- 
ful experience, but at the end of it all he just 
praised God for all that he had done. . In- 
deed, he seemed to count himself especially 
fortunate that he had been. able to. suffet for 


( Continued on next page; fourth column) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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Little Talks from Pell’s Notes—No. 2 


Peyou want something different, read Dr. Pelt. 


“Stupidities don’t like to be dis- 
turbed. They want things said in the 
same old way, so that they may always 
know what will be said next. They 
hate to be surprised—it shocks the 

‘,nerves. They stickle for the proprieties. 
They beg you for goodness’ sake to be 
dignified, and dignity by interpretation 
means dullness. There is nothing in 
PeLt’s Nores to draw a dollar from the 
dullard. Pgr.i’s Notes does not stand 
for dignity: it stands for life. It be- 
lieves that the greatest enemy to the 
Sunday-school is stagnation—mental and 
spiritual—and that the chief business of 
a Sunday-school magazine is to stir the 
brain and fire the heart. And it is try- 

ing to do its part in the stirring and firing business. It has no desire 
to be eccentric, but it would not mind standing on its head if thereby * 
it might wake the dead. It distributes no free hammocks or feather- 
beds among its subscribers. It runs no factories for the manufacture 
of yawns. It rocks no cradles and sings no lullabys. It believes in 
life, and life more abundantly.. Therefore the stupid steer clear of it, 
while the wide-awake swarm to it.”—From.one of Doctor Pell’s new 
series of editorials that are different. 


If you'd like to know more of ‘he REASON way 


cut out this advertisement and mail 
it to us, and we will send you free 
several different copies of the Im- 


proved PELL’'S NOTES on 
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Rev. R. A. Torrey, 0.0., says: 


** 1 am so impressed by it that I feel that 
every minister and Christian worker 
should obtain a copy. The introductions 
@o the different books are simply invalua- 
ble; they pack more sometimes into a 
single sentence than other books put ina 


volume. The footnotes also are-of great 
value. The references are beyond all com- 
parison better than in any other Bible 
with which | am acquainted. The para- 
graph divisions oftentimes throw a flood 
of light upon the verses that follow.’’ 


Edited by 
REV. C. 1. SCOFIELD, 0D.D. 


with the assistance of many of the most eminent 
scholars and divines. 


Oxford White Paper, $2.00 to $5.00 
Oxford India Paper, $6.50 to $10.00 


Sold by all booksellers. A full descriptive 
circular on request. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH, 35 W. 32nd St., NEW YORK 
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Oh let me know, the power of 
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thee, deer 
Rossin Resting on the faithfulness of Christ our 
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A College President for 
Your Bible Class 


An editorial ent of good news for 

all Adult Bible Class leaders and members 

who are not satisfied with the best work they 
have yet done in Bible study. _ 




















HAT bothers you most in your teaching of a lesson ? 
hold of the facts and truths of the lesson, or how to give those facts 
and truths to. your class in a way that will grip attention at the start and hold 
it till you've finished? ‘The latter is always the hard part of class-teaching ; 
yet it is the part that most lesson-helps pay least attention. to. Especially is 
this so in adult class helps. We all recognize that we must exert ourselves 
if we would interest boys and girls; we seem to hdve forgotten that grown 
people need to be interested, too. 


ae they are coming into their rights. President F. K. Sanders (of 

Washburn College) and the Editor of The Sunday School Times have 
been working out together a new plan of adult class lesson-help that promises 
to open up a new era of interest and delight and effectiveness in adult Bible 
study. It will do for the Bible class teacher and member what Miss Slattery 
and Mr. Foster have done for the teachers of girls’ and boys’ classes. 


OR example, would you like to have such a teacher as President Sanders tell 
you, not merely what is in the lesson, —for you can get that elsewhere, — 

but how he conducts a Bible class, in actual session, through that entire 
lesson? Would you like to have him do this step by step, telling you how 
| to begin, how to draw out the individual members of your class, how to illus- 
| trate a striking truth here and there, how to ask a pointed question that will |! 
set wits to working, how to assign home work of a sort that the class will wait 
to do, and how to round up the whole thing so that the membérs will ‘go 
home from the class—your class—saying to each other, ‘‘ Wasn’t that great ?”’ 


PRETTY big contract, you say? Yes; but not too big for such a man 
as.President Sanderg.when he; makes his class-laboratory, tor your -ben- 

efit, an-actual adult Bible class in the Sunday-school of ‘the * famous: pastor, 
~preathéi, cand writér, DeCharle’ M. Sheldon, of Topeka, Kansas. - Dr. 
| Sanders is now attending Dr. Sheldon’s church, and he is arranging to 
| take the leadership of a class there for the ex»>ress purpose.of doing this work 
for the readers of The Sunday:School Times. He will, as often as he is able 
to be with his class, teach the International Lessons about two months ahead 
of their regular date, and thus base his work for you on what he has actually 
taught. When absent from the class, an efficient substitute teacher will conduct 
the sessions on the same plan and turn over to Dr. Sanders material resulting 
from the class work that may be helpful to the new department in the Times. 


TILL further,—and this is breaking new ground indeed, and one of the 
best things in the entire plan,—President Sanders will furnish full direc- 
tions each week for Daily Home Study of the Following Sunday’ s Lesson. ‘This 
will be prepared primarily for the members of the class, though of course 
every teacher will wish to use it in his own preparation also. Each day in 
the week, by name, will have its own Scripture passage assigned, and ‘this 
will be accompanied by a few brief but very suggestive comments and ques- 
tions of Dr. Sanders, enabling the reader to get into the heart of the thing. 


HIS Daily Home Work has almost unlimited possibilities. It.will doubt- 

less be made the basis’ of family worship in many homes, and will unify 

the family’s study of the Sunday-school lesson. Teachers’-meetings will 

welcome it. Home Department members will find it suited exactly to their 

needs. For Bible classes, it offers a plan of preparation so simple and yet 
so thorough that it is likely to become a permanent feature of their life. 


me | Wn is the bearing of the lesson on the common, ever-present prob- 

lems and duties of twentieth-century:men and women? This will be a 
ey PEE note in-the new plan of teaching. It is to be not merely Bible- 
study, but life-study. Yet the value of two or three strong books of refer- 
ence is not to be overlooked, and Dr. Sanders will show how to use such 
reference literature and collateral reading with every lesson. 


EAR in mind the purpose of all this. It will make it possible for the 
untrained, inexpert layman _to lead a Bible class extraordinarily well. 
It will make hard work easier, dry work interesting. It puts the choicest 
product of a college president’s expertness and long training in teaching at 
the disposal of everyone. It goes to the heart of the biggest problem of 
Sunday-school work, how, not what, to teach. 
Don’t forget that you will also bave, on every lesson next 
year, Professor James Stalker’s masterly unfolding of the 
Life of Christ. Does it not begin ‘to look as though the 
Times’ expressed purpose to make 1010 surpass even 
its Golden Jubilee year, 1900, were going to be realized ? 
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(Continued from preceding page)... 
his belief, “ How many of us ‘afe Willing to 
suffer because we are, friends of Chifist ? 


mone Work on Next Week's ‘Lesson 


- Where shall we all stand some day? 
2. "What account shall each one of: us give ? 
3- What duty has every man toward each 
other man? (v. 13.) 4. Who is sure to be 
bey seme to God? 5. What is a good. 


test hat we may do or may not do? 
(v. 21.) 
_ Derrorr, Micu, 
“ Ae > 
The Adult Bible Class 


By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
Paul’s Stery of His Life 


I, THE GENERAL PRERARATION (2 Cor. 11: 
16 to 12 : 13). 


AUL was not by nature a boaster. He 
shrank from the necessity of defending 


his claim to apos cepa aia Such talk 
seems to him supremely fool 2°16) : it 
is not ‘‘after the spirit of the Lord”’ (11 : 


17), but being driven to it by.the sneers and 
slights of his enemies and rivals, he makes 
out a case, and a good one. With some in- 
troductory semi-ironical allusions, he mar- 
shals some of the more thrilling. incidents of 
his exciting and active career, and abundantly 
indicates his claim to apostleship by pointing 
out what he has gone through for the gospel. 

This patsage goes into many definite de- 
tails, and makes a far more vivid impression 
regarding his extraordinary labors than one 
could form . by reading the narrative of Acts 
alone. Even’ this ‘list’ is, but a partial one. 
Paul’s active career lasted for another decade, 
and was just as full of the dramatic element 
,as these incidents which he reviewed in this 
passage. 

These détails make a deep impression upon 
us’ regarding. the. courage, - resourcefulness, 
sel forgetfulness, and determination of ‘the 
apostle. “All that any-man could -suffer and 
live he had gone through 5 all ‘that -any-Yhan 
could achiéve’ he had accomplished. For 
good. reasons he had ‘preferred: to! sapport 
*himself, and ‘not ‘bea burden ‘upon the con- 
verts whom he had.made. 

His intensity of feeling revealed itself in 
an interésting play of irony and sarcasm, here 
and there. “As it were, his indignation is too 
great for free expression, and he gives it vent 
in this skilful‘and gentle.way. . And, after all, 
the toils and struggles which had been: his 
lot did not disturb him a whit. He expected 
plenty-more of:the same-sort. What really 
crushed him was the steady and heavy strain 
of ‘* anxiety for all the churches,’’. His weak 
and tempted brethren, the converts of a féw 
months’ or years’ standing, were ever on his 
heart, one by one. Whoever was weak, Paul 
shared that weakness with him. . This is his 
real defense. For the sake of such men he 
is willing to-endure to the uttermost, even to 
face death-in myriad forms. 

It seems a pity that some-Christian Plutarch 
should not have given us his estimate of Paul 
as.a leader of the Christian church. We 
must make our own characterization from the 
facts as we have them. They are enoughito 
reveal his breadth of view, ‘keen insight, and 
ripened judgment. He was a keen judge of 
men, and hence an ingenious and powerful 
pleader. Born with a genius for leadership, 
men of all ranks vied in following him, But 
he had likewise the courage, initiative, and 
ability which make up a great missionary, 
who could go out into new fields, yet unex- 
plored. Moreover, he could take the next 
step. ~ Out of his experience he came to see 
that Christianity was to be as wide as the 
world, and to select Rome as the true work- 
ing center of evangelization.- He was great- 
est of all as an interpreter, exhibiting Chris- 
tianity as the most perfect and enduring ex- 
pression of all religious ideals. 


II, REFERENCE LITERATURE, 


A leaflet containing Suggestions for the successfu 
conduct of a Bible class, and giving the names and 
— of reference ‘works bearing on the current 

ssons will be mailed by The Sunday School Times 
Co., upon request, for fuur cents in stamps. 

One of the very best commentaries on 2 
Corinthians is Page ag s Interpreters’ Com- 
mentary (A. S. Barnes, 1909). That by Ker- 
nard in the Expositor’ s Greek Testament is 
choice. . So are the little volumes in the New 
Century and Cambridge Bibles. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING, 
The theme of this lessonis, Paul as revealed 
( Continued on next page, second column) 























LESSON FOR NOV, 21 (2 Cor. 11: 21 to 12: 20) 











GOOD POSITIONS 
FOR YOUNG MEN 


Every month we 


receive volun- 
tary re s from 300 I. C. S. trained 
men telling of good positions gained: 
and salaries raised. Eighteen years 
of experience in the sole busimess of 
ambitious men with the 
training that will give them advance- 
ment has proved that I. C.S. training 
is the most powerful force in the 
world for promotion 
pay you to at least fi ing 
detail about such aplan? It puts 
you under no obligation to write us 
asking us how we can help you secure 
a good position. Only a small part 
of your spare time is required; you 
do not have to give up your present 
work. Let us tell you how you can 


adapt I.C.S. training to your personal 
Saete and etbook. Write 
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tured in our surgical in- We 
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nials will interest you. 
Send.to-day for illus- 
trated booklet A, 
“a y 
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Nothing equals it to build up 
the weak and wasted bodies 
of young and old. — All Druggists 
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SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl St.; N. Y. 











| members better Bible students, the whole class 





| a department store, which was filled to its 
| capacity, with many unable to be accommo- 
| dated. The spiritual impressions produced 





( Continued from preceding page) 

in his own burning words of self-assertion. 
Is *“ boasting "’ a truly descriptive word? 

What Paul Claimed for self. Enu- 
merate the facts which he asserted regarding 
himself, 

His Spirit in Action. Was Paul a man 
who was blind to danger? Did he ignore 
consequences? Was he reckless in any re- 
spect? If not, how would he be fairly char- 
acterized ? ¢ 

His Real Anxiety, . What was the respon- 
sibility that-really tested his character? 

What He Most Gloried Over. What did 
he deem to be most worth glorying over ? 

The Thorn in the Flesh. "What are the 
various suggestions regarding this ** thorn ’’? 
What was its value to Paul? 

Paul Biographies. Was justice done to 
Paul in the New Testament? 

His Place in Christian History. Was Paul 
the greatest character in Christian history, 
next after Jesus Christ? 


IV. Home Strupy on THE Next Lesson. 
(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to 
members of the class.) 

1. What qualifies men for sitting in judg- 
ment upon others? 2. What are some of the 
spiritual stumbling-blocks we face in social 
life? 3. What does the law of love have to 
do with personal habits? 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 
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Not only the teacher, but every member of 
the Adult Bible Class, should have a copy of 
The Sunday School Times regularly. The 
teacher will be more of a teacher, the class 


a stronger factor in the school life, if every 
one in the class follows the new study and 
teaching plan that President Sanders will 
ger here in 1910, as announced on page 570. 


if you as the leader of your class will send to) | 


the Publishers of The Sunday School Times, 
1031 Walnut Street, for enough free speci- | 
mens of any one issue for distribution to the | 
members of your class, each one will then 
have an opportunity to test the usefulness of 
the paper. Professor Sanders’ new every- 
week article will have_ample and defintte 
work for teacher and for pupil, ~ 


a 


How Men Are Getting Inter- 
ested in Missions 


EYOND all our expectations was the 
power and success of the initial con- 
vention of the National Missionary 

Campaign at Buffalo, Although they organ- 
ized their co-operating committee less than 
a month before the convention opened, the 
number of registered delegates, each paying 
a fee of $1.00 for the privileges of the meet- 
ings, reached at least twelve hundred, 

No hotel could accommodate the opening 
supper, so it was held in the dining-room of 


by the convention were profound. It was 
reported that one hundred and sixteen 
churches had appointed men’s missionary 
committees during the three weeks preced- 
ing the convention, The men of Buffalo 
said that there never before had. been wit- 
nessed such a spirit of unity and co-opera- 
tion among all churches. There were nearly 
two hundred Episcopal delegates and nearly 
three hundred each from the Methodist and 
Presbyterian Churches. 

Buffalo church statistics showed total con- 
tributions of $769,000. last year, of which 
only $38,300 went to Foreign Missions, The 
unanimous decision of the convention and of 
the denominational rallies was to push this 
up to-at least $100,000 at once, on a weekly 
subscription basis. The committees should 
have our daily prayers that they may be suc- 
cessful‘in this effort. When these first cities 
realize. their goals, the effect on the rest of 
the campaign. will be irresistible. 

Prayer is being definitely answered in con- 
nection with this campaign. May we not 
count on the leaders and friends of the 
Movement continuing daily in a concert of 
intercession that those of us who ate voicing 
this appeal may do so in the wisdom and 
energy of the Spirit of God, . Registration at 
Cleveland is already over 1,300.—/. Camp- 
bell White, General Secretary of the Lay- 
men’s Missionary Movement, 1 Madison 
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Write for full particu 
Mustrated Catalogue. FREE. 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 
708 Chestnut Street 


701 - 
Address Dept, B. 


4 SHAW FURNITURE CO 








SUCCESSORS TO 


MAKERS OF 
Church Chairs, Pulpits, 
Communion Tables, 
Lecterns, Fonts, Etc. 


81 Causeway St., Beston, Mass. 
Catalogue on request. 


DOES YOUR CHURCH USE 
Individual Communion Cups ? 


If not, we have a “* Special Introductory Offer’ which 
makes it easy for every 
church, large or small, to se- 
cure this cleanly method, 
We will send your church 
an outfit to use before pur- 
chasing, to return at our 


expense if not entirely satisfactory. Address, 
Communion Service Ce., Box 200, Lima, Ohio 


ox BELLS “=: 


Thomas 
Peal McSuane Ba Feonsay 
ape gy eft Mg oe 


dimensions. Book of Light and 
estimate free. 1. P. Prink, 5st Pearl St.. New York. 























Typewriters 


REAL REMINGTON, $x8.75.—One_ machine only 
in new localities, to secure desirable agent. Spe- 
aial agents’ prices suppiied on all makes of writers. 








Avenue, New York City. 


ribbons, $x.00. Standard ‘Typewriter Exchange, 
bark Row} New York. me ™ 2S 








Che Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, November 6, 1909 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* “ second-class matter.”” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old: or 
new subscribers, These rates include postage: 


Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts, separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
5 1 00 copies less thah five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00, 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

One free copy addi- 


Free Copies tional will be allowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, ss by special request. 





Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will 
be sent free, upon application. 


The Sunday School Times, including 
the monthly Graded Course Edition, 
$1.50 per year; clubs of five or more copies, 
$1.25. per year. To Canada the above rates 
become $2.00 and $1.50 respectively for 
yearly subscriptions. For Great Britain the 
above rates become 9 shillings and 8 shillings 
respectively. , 


In order to comply with regulations df the 
Post Office Department, subscriptions will be 
received for the twelve. monthly numbers of 
‘Ihe Sunday School Times Graded Course 
Edition only, if desired, at 75 cents per year ; 
and subscriptions will be recéived for the. re- 
maining forty numbers of ‘The Sunday School 
Times only, if desired, at 90 cents per year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES . 


The Suadey School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal. Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. S 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 ilies each. 

For Great Brits. ., Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, Londen, E.C., will receive yeariy or 
half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
be mailed direct from ee to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
The Sunday School Times Company. 


Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1038. Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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, Qristinas Car Carols: 


2. pis Seale i acon 
cee (Words by Yaa . 

, Bart * 

«ite il by shepperd, Wilson Bir: § 

5 Six C Third Series Words by Ida 

4 Geots Tavies),py Schi Secceat 
6. Six Carols by Th. G é’ :§ 

8. Bix Carols by View Harker | :¢ 
en Christmas Carols by Gerrit Smith ae 


(fa lots of 25 or more, 4 cents each) 
Old Christmas Cones 


6. A . 
S.A : Ola Chri 
ae a ae pe” 
ki Terti *hristmas Carols, 10 
urt * sie Sia 3 
Carols, 


rece ect Castesmaae 
’ ole’ lots of ye ey or more. ape each.) 
copies on receipt 


“#6 #08 


Series,each . . 10 
of 1 cent 
Send for our Special Catalogue of Christmas Music 


G. SCHIRMER 
35 UNION SQUARE NEW YORK 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


*Prince Emmanuel 











The Midnight Song ( “empleo SF" 
The King Cometh these 4 services 
mailed for 10c 


*Christmas Classics 
*Complete orchestration, $1.50, postpaid. 
The Shepherd’s Story 


An “ out of the ordinary ’’ service, 


Schools de- 
siring somethin 


new should not fail to examine 
this carefully. Prive, 15 cents Per copy ; $1.50 per 
dozen, prepaid. on approval, 
A NEW JUVENILE CANTATA 
A Surprise for Santa Claus 
By I. H. Meredith. Price, 25 cents per copy. 


Tullar-Meredith Cp, 5%, Washington St.. Chicago 


18 Fifth Avenue, New York 














The Birth of Christ 


A Cantata (mew) by Mrs. Crosby Adams . . 25c. 


The Christ Child in Art, Story and ne 


xe hristmaax entertainment by net. 
st 


Bw eee 


Christmas So 


_ Arentertainment 


mr OM 6.-e eee © 0. 


aap Nations 
‘allace Davis, 25c.. 


eer spend Sart “orate aa : 


the. above naned upon receipt of price. 
Be A op hnnet thay 


CLA F. SUMMY.CO., Publishers 
220 yapees Avenue, - +. Chicago, Ilinois 


escriptive circulars upon request. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


Send 10 Cents for Full Xmas Packet 


Containing Two New Services and Our New Can- 
tata by Ida Scott ‘Taylor, Also Illustrated Circu- 
lars or Church Cee Collection Helps, be- 
sides our 112 page y Catalogue giving 
rices and full descri tions “al our Xmas Cards. 

calendars, Candy xes, Bibles, innumerable 
novelties for Xmas Gifts and full line of Sunday- 
school Helps, 


249 Deck St, 
MacCalla & Co., Inc., pide St 


A New Christmas Service. Edited by Cari F. Price. 
The hymns are by Richard Wateon Gilder, J. G. 
Holland, EB. E. Hewitt, and others; they present in 
most attractive Poetical form the great truths of the 
birthday of the “ Babe of Bethlehem.” ‘The music is 
varied in character, each selection bein bright, melo- 
ee Soo, and of genuine musical merit 
» per I sien sel by mail, $2.90 


EATON & ar MAiNS, "PUBLISHERS 
190 Fifth A New York 


CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SCHOOL MUSIC 


A sample of our Three New as Services 
by Lorenz, Wilson, and eo sami res of = 

wo New Humorous and our 
Sacred Cantata and our SS (musically Rd 
trated) ey sacred music for‘Christmas and general use, 
sent when 5 cents acc jes the request and The 
Sunday School ‘limes is mentioned. 


THE LORENZ PUBLISHING COMPANY 
180 Fifth Avenue 216-218 W. Fifth St. 
__NewY York Dayton, Ohio 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


Our new catalogue describes new Christmas services 
for the Sunday-school, new cantatas for the Sunday- 
school and the church choir, new sacred music for 
voices of women and voices of men, new anthem books. 

Enclose ro cents in stamps for a roll of Christmas 
services ; the catalogue anda sample | col y of the 
tober number of ** ‘Fhe Church Choir” Address, 
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The Young People’s 
_ Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, ‘November 21, 1909. 
“ The Blessing of a Thankful Heart.” 
Neh. 8: 8-12). 


Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Altars of thankfulness, (Gen. 35: :1-8 
‘TuEs.—Cause for thankfulness oe 2-10 
WeED.—A psalm of praise (Psa. 103: 1-22). 
bis eam +2 tatite in all dines. (Col. 33 

12-1 
FRi.—Thanksgiving in trouble (Acts 16 : 22-34). 
Satr.—The eternal praise service (Rev. 5 : 8-14). 


Mention the greatest cause you have for 
gratitude. 


Give Bible instances of thankfulness. 
Tell of some rejoicing saints, 


DEVOUT old Christian was accustomed 
to thank God gratefully for unimpaired 
reason, for intelligence and under- 

standing, that light, and not confused and 
flickering shadows, lay across the pathway of 
life. To be without understanding is the 
greatest loss of life. Even when we have 
reason we may be shut in with it and deprived 
of any means ofadequate communication. A 
prominent minister sometimes tells of an ex- 
perience in his early when he was left 
on an island in the Mediterranean Sea un- 
able to speak the language of the people. 
ralig he went down to the seashore 
a sat down and wondered how soon he 
would gomad; Heunderstood noone. No 
one understood him. We have so much to 
be thankful for in this single gift of intelli- 
gence and reason and speech, Are we ever 
openly grateful for it? 
_ 
* And our gratitude ought to grow as the 
fields opened to us enlarge and the nobility of 
fellowship offered tousascends. The people 
in Nehmiah’s day rejoiced with mirth and 
thankfulness because they understood 
words of God, No more would their life be 
poor with only the Be and Sohtee, of men, 
‘The very word of Gols Byvines, 
theirs for understanding, such joy 
people had’ in Gamady when Martin ather 
gave them his acaetio’ of the Bible, and in 
England as they pored over Wycliff stransla- 
tion. Each time the Bible is given to a race 
in its own tongue there is the same occasion 
for grateful praise. Men hear and under- 
stand the things in all this world best worth 
hearing and understanding. 
5 4 
The whole world is full of occasions of 
praise which are similar in principle to this 
gift of \understanding. The world itself is 
full of meaning to us.’ Wherever we look 
in it we find reason, the order and purpose 
of intelligence. It is not a blankto us. Its 
sweetness is not hidden from us. As we 
look upon it we see it to be the garment and 
workmanship of God. For this we ought to 
rejoice. We do not move. ina prison whose 
walls rise up irrationally, unansweringly all 
about us, “ 


«+I will number thy mercies to me.’’ Let 
the soul say this, and then sit down quietly and 
count all the unmistakable goodnesses and 
blessings of the year. These are all the obvious 
blessings, but there are others not so clear. 
‘Think out these hidden goodnesses of God. 
Some of them were buried in what seemed 
hardships or sorrows. Perhaps one has lost 
his sight, but found a deeper insight of soul. 
One has missed a coveted ambition, but 
found a truer heart. Each thwarting of our 
purposes, we may be sure, unless the thwart- 
ing was by sin, has in it a nobler promise for 


us, 
& 


The fine old hymn of Joachim Neander, 
written in 1679, shculd be the utterance of 
our hearts : 


** Praise to the Lord! the Almighty King of 
Creation ! 
O my soul, praise Him for He is thy health 
and salvation ! 
All ye who hear 
Now to His temple draw near! 
Join me in glad adoration ! 


| Ruth: went on, squirming from her aunt’s 


« pretty.soon he’H say, ‘ Dear me, am I going 





” seen tone ae all things so 
_ Shelters thee is wings, yea, so gently 


Hidbt tate net cose 
How thy desires e’er have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth ? 


*“ Praise to the Lord! Who doth prosper thy 
Surel ig teeions wed me here dail 

urely ness me ere 
attend thee. =f ‘ 


Sontee nee 
If with his love Hi He beetignd she thee. 


** Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me 
adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with 
praises before Him ! 
Son oe m Hi le 
und from His 
Gladly for aye we masee hi 





| Children at Home 





Ruth’s November April-Fool 
By Annie Louise Berray 


HIS is your third guess, Aunt Helen ; 
you can’t guess why I’m so happy,” 
and Ruth nestled her down into 

her little white bed. No one needed to 
guess that she was happy—her dancing eyes 
told that; but why—that was what Aunt 
Helen. had made two wrong guesses on 
already. 

She had: guessed that it was because she 
was staying a week with her grandmother 
and- aunt, but Ruth had shaken her curly 
head vigorously. 

** Partly that, of course,’’ she said ; but 
that’s not it.” 

The next thing Aunt Helen guessed was 
the new ring with three tiny pearls in it 
which Uncle Jack had given her. 

Ruth told her that guess was more wrong 
even than the first one. There was one 
more chance, but Aunt Helen knew so 
many things which might make such a 
merry little girl as Ruth happy that she 
gave up trying to guess any particular one. 

‘I give it up,’ she said. 

** Well,”? Ruth began, ‘you never could 
have guessed if you tried all night, so I’ll 
tell you. _ It’s because I played an April- 
Fool on- somebody to-day.’’ 

*¢ April-Fool!’’ Aunt Helen certainly 
was surprised. 

** Why, my dear, this is November.’”’ 

**T know it,’”? Ruth giggled softly. ‘* You 
know Mr. Dobbs,’’ 

Yes, Aunt Helen knew, and she looked 
very grave. She had known Mr. Dobbs 
when he was a tall, strong man, before the 
accident which had crippled him for life. 
She did not tbink that Ruth could have been 
doing anything that might bother him. 

**You know he goes past here every day, 
making his wheel-chair go with that handle 
he works back and forth.’’ 

Yes, Aunt Helen knew. ‘Well, when I 
see him coming I hide behind the little tree 
in the corner of the yard. - Just as soon as 
he is past I slip: out behind him and begin 
to push, and I push till he’s clear up that 
litthe hitl.’? 

Aunt Helen. put her arms around Ruth. 
‘*I think that is a splendid April-Fool,’’ she 
said. 

‘*But wait, let me tell you the rest,’’ 


embrace. 

‘* The funniest part is to hear him wonder 
why his chair goes so easy. He talks to 
himself, and I almost laugh out loud to hear 
him. 

**.* What ails my chair?’ he’ll say. ‘It 
acts as if it had feet instead of wheels,’ and 


crazy? It looks te me as if this was up-hill, 
but from the way I’m going it must be down- 
hill.’.. Oh-t it’s. more fun than anything I 
ever did, and when I go home Harold 
T ins. is going to keep on fooling him. 
Wouldn’t he be the most s’prised man in 
the world if he ever did find it out ?’’ 

Aunt Helen tucked the covers around the 
happy little girt. 

**T wish all April-Fools could be as splen- 
did as that, dear,’’ she said softly. 


PasaDENA, CAL. 
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RECITATIONS, eee AND SONGS, No. 
“ LovAL SANTA CLAUS. New Cantata by 
ae CHILDREN. A chert play for litt'e 


HY SANTA. AUS COMES IN DECEM- 
R. A 20-minute play for 10 girls and 5 boys, trom 
toto 15 years. to cents. 

Returnable copies of any of these mailed on ap- 
proval. ‘oe would better send for our rst, 
ond see all the new things we have 


fi Mone MUSIC HOUSE 
41-43 Bible Sense 
New York, N - We 


ents. 
Imore 








We havea plan which will interest 


Bright Boys and Girls 


who would like to earn money for 


Christmas 


Write at once for particulars. 


THE EMBOSSING CO., ALBANY, N. Y. 
Manufacturers of ‘‘ Toys that Teach "’ 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


ME’ 
iT KING 
Boys or Girls: send 10 cents for The Coming of 














the Kin new Christmas story. 
Santa Jr. New cantata. Great. 25 cents. 
New Christmas Anthems. Samples free. 


Sengs for Little Singers . For the new (raded 
Loseent Course. 30cents by mail ; 25 cents at dealers. 
Send for new Catalogue T. It is Free. 
SARE Seas. 1018 Arch Se. 
NEW YORK, 27 East 22nd S 


HALL-MACK C0. CHICAGO. 214 State St. 
Adam Geibel's New ee Services 


bs bes LIGHT ”’ 
OUS MESSAGE ae Ys cents tials 
“GENUINE SANTA CLAUS”: Ca tata. 
ah ll of good:things.’’ 25 cents. 
New Christmas Aythems : Samples Free. 
Philadel > Pa. 1020 Arch St. 
Adam Geitel Masic(Go.: Sew¥ or) S.Vv2¢i onde 


Chicago, 1 in; 214 State be St. 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
ON CHRISTE RAS AS DAY amples for ex- 


amination of 
RISTMAS ([ these 4 services 
To AVELCOME THE KING 


mailed for roc. 

Hymns and Spiritual Songs No. 2 is the book 
for your Sunday-school. $20 the huhdred. Send for 
examination copy. 

















1530 Chestnut Street 


Praise Pub. Co. -asohteay’ 


Free Christmas Music 


Samples of Christmas Services suitable and appro- 
priate for any Sabbath school will be sent Free to 
any Minister, Superintendent or Choir Leader who 

will send us their name and address Address, 


THE RUEBUSH-KIEFFER Co. 
(Mention this paper.) Dayton, Virginia 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP AND SERY- 
ICE FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


A sample copy will prove that it is the 
very best book ever made for the pur- 
pose,—uplifting, dignified, taking. Has 
some novel features. A sample copy at 
introductory price, 30 cents. 

The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


SONGS FOR LITTLE SINGERS 


{ws off press. Adapted to the 
SONS. M Miracle, Parable, Motion, and RAGES 
iy Te 8 Prayers, Exercises. 


30 cents each mail, $3 the dozen. 
Hall-Mack Co... Phil reed Chicago 
iN is 
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Musical 


Hew TO READ “MUSIC AT AT SIGHT. 50 cents, 
Send for circular, ‘How to Memorize Music,” 
ro cents. 
Memory Library, 14 Park Place, New York. 








The Holman Self-Pronouncing Pictorial -Bible. 


ne 


Good rag paper, 
paper. 


gold edges, leather binding, agate type, low 


prices. Contains 32 views of Bible lands, printed on coated 
Fine maps in colors.. Just the book for scholars. 
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LESSON FOR NOV. 21 (2 Cor. 11: ax to 12 : 10) 











The Cook of Spotless Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isa’t light—but anyhow 

’T.will lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO. 


Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always be full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from muffin rings to the heavy baking 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 


grease to fight. 














YOU have a Right 
to INDEPENDENCE 


If you have an_ honest desire to 
\. escape: salaried: drusigery, 1 candn- 

struct you how to gain financial in- 
dependence—how ‘to secure a ‘busi- 
ness of your.own: Over.1,000 others 
have 4ucceeded and are ready to 
help—for you will help them. i 

Let Me Send You, Now, 
the story of this new business, with 
convincing Facts and Ficures! 
Write to-day for Pointers on the Collection Business, 
American Collection 68 











NET. Security, First Mort- 
gage Pittsburgh Real Estate 


Not affected by financial or trade 
conditions. Size and time to suit. Judgment 
Bond for double amount with each Mortgage. 
Select property. Careful appraisement; char- 
acter of owner A. C. Leslie Com Te 
determined. Suite oe eneren Law 








Booklet—FREE __ Building. Pittsburgh, Pa. J 
- Agents Wanted 


F 1 KNEW YOUR NAME, | would send you our 
I y 
$2.19 sample outfit free this. very minute. Let me 











start you in a profitable business. You do not need 
one cent of eapital. Experience unnecessary. 50 per- 
cent profit. Credit given. Premiums. Freight paid. 
Chance to win $500 in gold extra, Every man and 
woman should write me for free outfit. Jay Brack, 
PRESIDENT, 141 BeveRLY STREET, Boston, Mass. 








Missionary Studies 
for the Sunday-School 
Edited by George H. Trull 


These small, inexpensive books are written es- 
pecially for circulation among Sunday-school 
scholars. They are isaued in three series, and 
the second and third series in two grades each, 
Junior and Senior. 

Price 20 cents each, postpaid, 10 or miore 
copiés, 15 cents each, not postpaid: 50 copies, 
10 cents. each, not postpaid. 


', THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadeiphie, Pa. 














_g Stop cutting them—dangerou 
only temporary relief. A-Corn Salve 
is safe and takes them out by the roots. 
15 cents at druggists or by mail. 
Chemical 








It refreshes and invigora’ 
both mind and body: 


50c & $1 at druggists orby mail 
THE TARRANT CO. 
Tastes like Seda Water 164-6 Chambers &t., N. Y. 














Adult Class Questions 
Answered by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International 
Adult Department 





Of what value are athletics to an organized 
Bible class ? 

Scores of men and women have been in- 
terested in the Adult Bible Class and Bible 
study through athletics, Many instances are 
reported where men have been interested by 
means of healthful sports, and later brought 
to Christ and into the church. . All class ath- 
letics should, of course, be carefully guarded, 
and kept in right relationship to the other 
activities of the class. 


What is the significance of the red and 
white button, the International Adult Bible 
Class emblem ? 

*‘ There is no purity of life without sacri- 
fice, and no cleansing from sin without thé 
shedding of blood’’.(Heb. 9% 22). It-may 
be worn without conflicting with any class 
emblem, and has proved a means of intro- 
duction to members of the. various classes, 
It is fast becoming a continent-wide bond of 
fellowship between the adult Bible classes, 
representing all forms of class organization, 


What duties should the teacher perform 
in addition to teaching the lesson ? 

The teacher is the chief officer of the class. 
He should be a member ex-officio of all com- 
mittees, and no appointments should be made 
without his approval. He should be in- 





_| tensely interested in all activities of the class, 


but refuse to assume the responsibility of the 
same, and carefully avoid curtailing the ini- 
tiative of class committees and other officers. 
He should constantly seek the conversion of 
the unconverted. He must not be satisfied 
with seed-sowing, but should ever be .réady 
to reap the harvest.’ He should do all kinds 
of pastoral work, such as visiting the sick, 
comtorting those in sorrow and trouble, and 
stand ready to assist.in.all. class enterprises. 


It is his peculiar duty to, see that. the social,.} 


intellectual, .and spiritual activities of; the 


class are kept in proper relation to each } 


other and in proper proportion, 





CANONSBURG, PA.—I ask for help in the | 
an organized Adult 


matter of a name for 
Bible C 


We have 4 class of young mar- | 


tied mén and women ; have been organized 
for some two or three months, but as yet have 
been unable to agree uponaname. Could you 
help us ?—Mrs. W. B. M. 

Great care should be taken in the selection 
of a name. Aclass name will help to create 
a strong and healthy class spirit, and is valu- 
able as a means of advertising the class and 
its work. Some prefer to take class numbers 
or letters, thus recognizing their relationship 
to Jhe Sunday-school; others select names 
from the Bible to indicate their relationship 
to Bible study; and others choose names 
that indicate some kind of Christian service, 
thus committing the class to Christian work. 

In response to an inquiry sent out for class 
names, we received a list, from which I would 
suggest the following, as best adapted to a 
mixed class: 

Service, Yoke-fellows, Boethian (Helpful), 
Onward, Truth Seekers, Berean, Mizpah, 
Portheon (For God), .Conquest, Friendly, 
Progressive, Excelsior, Westminster. 


RUPERT, IDAHO.—Will you kindly put me 
in touch with the address from which I can 
secure information regarding any systems for 

Su -school lessons? Also, re- 
garding the new plan for Class organization ? 
—A. C. DEM. 

Your own denominational publishing house 
can give you information concerning graded 
courses. The International course now pro- 
vides special series of lessons for those under 
six years of age, called Beginners, and also 
for advanced classes. These two special 
courses are in addition to the regular uniform 
lesson series. At the International Conven- 
tion held last June in Louisville, the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee was instructed to 
prepare a complete graded course in addition 
to the uniform series. They are at work 
upon this task now. 

The Adult Department superintendent of 
your own State Association, Mrs. Hans J. 
Roan, 1103 North Eleventh Street,. Boise, 
will be able to furnish you with leaflets on 
the Adult Bible Class work. : International 
Adult Department leaflets:Nos,:2 and 3 will 
give you the information you ate seeking, 
and may be had by applying to me at 806 
Hartford Building, Chicago. 
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Insures Delicious Food 


ROYAL 


BAKING POWDER 


The only Baking Powder made 
from Royal Grape Cream of lartar 














‘If the school has or hasn’t a Home Department, you will find in 





It May Be Easy 
to Find in a Book 


—that answer you would go a long way to get, as you face for the 
hundredth time a Sunday-school problem you haven't yet solved. 
And the book may be very easy to get. 


Look into ‘‘ The City Sunday-School”’ if you want to make yours 
better, and see how Frank L. Brown of Brooklyn built up 
and carries on and increases one of the three largest and desz 
Sunday-schools in the world. Wouldn't you like to ¢a/é with 
Mr. Brown? Read his book! (25 cents.) 

Look into ‘‘ The Sunday-School and the Home,”’’ by the same man, 
if you want to know how you can manage to get school and 
home into partnership work for the boys and girls. .. Mr.. Brown 
has done it. You can. ‘The way is in the book. (25 cents.) 


Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins’ ** The Home Department of To-day,”’’ 
(25 cents) many a hint that will make you exclaim “ 7ha?s it /’* 
as you discover the very plan you need to get such a department 
started, or to keep it growing. ‘ 
As for the Beginners and Primary Departments, there are two 
books of practical plans, a reading of which may revolutionize 
your ideas of what has been, what can be, done in these de- 
partments, —** The Beginners Department,’’ by Angelina W. 
Wray (50 cents), ** The Primary Department,’’ by Ethel J. 
Archibald (50 cents). a 


The wonder is that so many good workers struggle along with guess- 
work effort when the story of tested experience is easily within reach. 
Will, you spend a quarter or a half-dollar for it? 


THE SunDay ScHooL Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 


























We speak of the good 
old days—the charming 
graces and courtly ways. 
—But do we forget 
that they did not know 


Uneeda 
Biscuit 


The Soda Cracker that is the de- 
light of this day and generation. 


NATIONAL BISCUIT COMPANY 

















Milton S. Littlefield 


will write the JUNIOR helps for 
THE TIMES GRADED EDITION 


He is the author of the pioneer and standard work on ‘‘ Hand- 
work in the Sunday-school,” published by The Sunday School 
Times Co, ($1.00).. This book has made him a marked man by 
reason of its fascinating treatment of the latest aspect of advanced 
methods—an almost untrodden field. Mr. Littlefield, as a writer 
for The Sunday School Times Graded Course Edition, will bring to 
his task acute insight, pedagogical scholarship, inventive power, 
and excellence of literary expression. Further, he has the advan- 
tage of having been a member of that important group of elementary 
workers whose carefully prepared scheme of graded lessons was 

laced at the disposal of the International Lesson Committee in the 
m issuing of the new Graded Lessons. .-He is. therefore familiar with 
the general purposes and plans of the Graded System, as well as 
with its details. The Junior teachers have a right to expect from 
this noted Sunday-school: leader, author, and lecturer, lesson-help 
articles of an exceptionally high order. 

For details of subscription rates, see page 571. 





The Pupils’ Pads, issued quarterly, consist of at least thirteen 
detachable sheets, bearing lesson pictures, and suggestions for 
memory work, hand-work, etce 10 cents a quarter for each pupil. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


t03t WALNUT STREET, - . - - PHILapDecpaa, Pa, 
















| one appears from time to time. They 
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CHARACTERS. 


THE WIsSE-MEN OF TO-DAY: A group of 
three, or more, dressed in Oriental or other 
foreign costumes, 

Tue ToiLErs: A group of farmers, me- 
chanics, miners, and the like. 

Tue THINKERS: A group of scholars, 
teachers, preachers, physicians, trained 
nurses, and the like. 

THE SOLDIERS AND SAILors: A group of 
suitable size. 

THe MoTHER AND CHILD: For final tab- 
leau, a representation, or at least suggestion, 
of the scene at Bethlehem. A large picture 


tuted if the tableau is not feasible. 


SCENE, 
A group of the Wise-men of To-day, gath- 
ered in a room or by the roadside, in consul- 
tation. In the rear must hang the curtain 
or other device to hide the final tableau until 
the proper moment. An effective tableau 
may be arranged for the opening, but details 
must be left to the manager. A musical 
accompaniment to the rising of the curtain is 
desirable. : 
( Tableau.) 


ONE OF THE WISE-—MEN,. 


My brothers, we have journeyed far, 
We have walked a weary way, 
The lagging years have come and gone 

And our locks are growing gray. 


Now let us rest a little: space, 
For sober thought and grave ; 
And let us take sweet counsel here 
To help us to be brave, 


We started forth, as well you know, 
Because the world was sad; 

And fall of sorrow and of care, 
And we would make it glad ; 

We longed to find the secret sweet 
‘That leads;to, peace and jox,. 

The light that brings no shadow-land, 
The gold, without alloy. 


SECOND WisE-MAN. 


Ah, yes! my brother, and we sought 
In every .Jand and clime, 

But earth hath yet its bitterness, 
Its violence and crime. 

And brethren strive, with anger hot, 
And tremble with their fears, 

And little children droop and die 
With none to heed their tears. 


The Difference 


Coffee Usually Means Sickness but Postum 
Always Means Health 





Those who have never tried the exper- 
iment of leaving off coffee and drinking 
Postum in its place and in this be | re- 
gaining health and happiness can learn 
much from the experience of others who 
have made the trial. 

One who knows says: ‘I drank cof- 
fee for breakfast évery morning until I 
had terrible attacks of indigestion pro- 
ducing days of discomfort.and nights of 
sleeplessness. I tried to give up the use 
of coffee entirely but found it hard to go 
from hot coffee to a glass of water. Then 
I tried Postum. 

“It was goodand the effect was so 
pleasant that I soon learned to love it 
and have used it for several years. I im- 

roved immediately after I left off cof- 

ee and took on Postum and am now en- 
tirely cured of my indigestion and other 
tonaiion all of which were due to coffee. 
Iam now well and contented and all be- 
cause I changed from coffee to Postum. 

** Postum is much easier to make right 
every time than coffee for it is so even 
and always reliable. We never use cof- 
fee now in our family. We use Postum 
and are always well.” 

‘‘ There’s a reason” and it is proved by 
trial. 

Look in pkgs. for a copy of the famous 
little book, ** The Road to Wellville.”’ 


Ever read the above letter? Anew 


are genuine, true, and full of human 

















of the Madonna and Child ma substi- . 


NOVEMBER 6, 1909 





Vision of the Wise-men of To-day 





THIRD WISE-MAN, 


Ye omy the truth, my brothers twain, 
I fain would cease the quest ; 

And yet, I hear this favored land, 
The land where now we rest, 

Hath glimmer of a nobler light 
Than other lands have known, 

And I would linger here the while, 
Till dying hope hath flown, 


Perchance some dawning of the light 
May touch our weary eyes, 
And banish something of the night 
That darkens all the skies ; 
Perchance the people of this land 
Have learned the secret rare, 
*Twere well for us to seek again 
> And in that secret share. 


And yonder come some sturdy folk 
Who may have much to tell ; 

Be ours to listen while they speak, 
And mark the meaning well, 


(Enter, right, group of TOILERS, ¢o musical 
prelude of song. WISE-MEN group on 
left, in rear.) 


THE SONG OF THE TOILERS, 


(Air: Varina, C. M. D. meter, usually with 
the hymn ** There is a land of pure delight.’") 


With golden grain and shining gold, 
With food, and warmih, and light, 

With comfort, ease, and merriment, 
With beauty and delight, 

We come, we come, with heart and voice 
To bid the world rejoice ! 

Away with want, and grief, and care! 

The world is rich and fair. 


ONE-OF THE WISE-MEN, 
Young sir, your song doth please ys.well ; 
And yet, hath riches skill. or art 
To bring your people peace and rest ? 
And is.there joy,in every heart? 


ONE OF THE TOILERS, 
Why, Yes, good sir, and No, good sir ! 
But gold hath power to buy the best, 
And food and shelter.and the like 
A man must have if he would rest, 


*Tis true that some are hungry still, 

And some must shiver with the cold, 
For some are frail and cannot toil, 

And some too weak to dig for gold ; 
But then ’twas ever thus, you know, 

‘The strong ones win, the weaklings fail. 
For us the world is wondrous fair, 

Though others fall and weep and wail. 


ONE OF THE WISE-MEN. 
Young sir, you speak the sober truth, 
In journeys oft we’ve marked it well, 
And never since the world began 
Had riches other tale to tell; 
And yet, methinks, you miss the mark, 
You see not deep, with youthful eye, 
For we have seen great princes weep 
For things that riches cannot buy. 


But look! there comes another band ! 
Stand ye aside, that we may ask 
To know if they have aught to say 
To light the burden of our task. 


(ToILers retire to front of platform, left. 
Group of THINKERS ender, right, to mu- 
sical prelude of song. Air: ‘*Old Folks 
at Home.” 


SONG OF THE: THINKERS. 


Come, and hear the wise ones singing, 
Hear, hear our song ; 

Hark, hark the truth is ever ringing, 
Hail to the Wise and Strong ! 

Life, life, and all its joys and pleasures, 
Tender and sweet ; 

Seek, seek the Truth, and all its treasures 
Lie here beneath your feet. 

Light and Truth will banish sorrow, 
Darkness, grief, and fear ; 

Hail, hail the coming of the morrow | 
Joy, for the dawn is near! 


ONE OF THE WISE-MEN. 
Ah, children, ye have found a word 
That meaneth much to all; 
If men were freed from ignorance 
They need not droop nor fall,— 
At least, for we must guard the Truth 





interest. 


As we have seen it true, 




















LESSON FOR NOV. 21 (2 Cor. 11; 21 to 12 : 10). 


A Christmas Cantata cusses nvin jonxin 


The wisdom and the knowledge sure, 
The skill and strength todo, ~ 
= save us all from pain and wo 
nd much that doth annoy, 
Yet health and wealth have ever failed 
To fill the world with joy. 


Nay, nay! the wisdom that you boast 
Is neither great nor new, 
For men have known the Light was here, 
But men have failed to do! , 
(Group of SOLDIERS AND SAILORS march in 
to musical prelude of song, ‘THINKERS 
retire to front, right. Air: ** Marech- 
ing through Georgia.’’) 


THE SonG OF LIBERTY. 


Sing the song of Freedom, boys, 

Of Freedom and the Right, 
Strong and weak together 

*Neath the banner of the Light ; 
Darkness and oppression 

Shall be conquered in the fight, 
While we are fighting for Freedom. 


Hurrah! burrah! we sing for Liberty ! 
Hurrah! hurrah! we strike to make you free! 
So we sing of Justice and of Right from sea 
to sea, 
“While we are fighting for Freedom. 


ONE OF THE WISE-MEN. 


Long live the brave and valiant! 
Success attend your arms! 

The precious name of Freedom 
Hath ever-growing charms ; 

The world must fight oppression 
Or rest can never be ; 

But think you, noble strangers, 
The world at last is free ? 


And hath your warfare conquered? 
And when will warfare cease? 
‘How’ long shall ‘blood be flowing | 

To pay the price of peace ? 


The sound of mothers’ weeping 
Comes down from long aga, 
The sword hath told a story 
Of suffering and wo. 








The Way Out 


Change of Food Brought Success and 
Happiness 


An ambitious but delicate girl, after 
failing to go through school on account 
of nervousness and hysteria, found in 
Grape-Nuts the only thing that seemed 
to build her up and furnish her the peace 
of health. 

‘* From infancy,” she says, ‘‘ I have 
not been strong. Being ambitious to 
learn at any cost I finally got to the 
High School but soon had to abandon 
my studies on account of nervous pros- 
tration and hysteria. 

‘*My food did not agree with me, I 
grew thin and despondent. I could not 
enjoy the simplest social affair for I suf- 
fered constantly from nervousness in 
spite of all sorts of medicines. 

‘This wretched condition continued 
until I was twenty-five, when I became 
interested in the letters of those who had 
cases like mine and who were being cured 
by eating Grape-Nuts. 

‘I had little faith, but procured a box 
and after the first dish I experienced a 
pectiliar satisfied feeling that I had never 
gained from any ordinary food. I slept 
and rested better that night and in a few 
days began to grow stronger. 

‘IT had a new feeling of peace and 
restfulness. In afew weeks, to my great 
jey, the headaches and nervousness left 
me and life became bright and hopeful. 
I resumed my studies and later taught 
ten months with ease—of course using 
Grape-Nuts every day. It is now four 
years since I began to use Grape-Nuts, 
I am the mistress of a happy home and 
the old weakness has never returned.” 

Read the little book, ‘‘ The Road to 
Wellville,”’ in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 


Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time totime. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 






ONE OF THE SOLDIERS. 


Ah, sir, you know the story, 
The story of our life ; 
The world is sore and weary, 

The world is torn with strife, 
And we who fight its battles 
_ _ Know better than the best 
The folly of the struggle, 
The awful price of rest. 


If men could trust each other, | ’ 
If men were kind and true, 
The soldier and the sailor 
Would have no task to do. 
And when there comes the vision, 
And every man can see 
That only Right is Heaven, 
Then all the world is free ! 


ONE OF THE WISE-MEN, 


But tell me, gentle soldier, 
Hast heard, on land or sea, 

Of One to grant the vision 
To men like you and me? 


THE SOLDIER. 


Good sir, my work is warfare, 
For Wrong will never down, 

Yet in my heart I treasure 
The vision of a crown. 


Long time I heard the story 
Of One whose name was Love, 
Whose only thought was loving 3 
As harmless as a dove, 
And yet so strong and noble, 
So pure, so undefiled, 
That while the vision lingered 
I saw a little Child, 


( Tableau revealed of the Mother and Child. 
The remainder of the dialogue to soft 


lowered, ) 


His gentle mother held him 
In tenderness of thrall, 
And then I knew, my master, 
That Love was all in all; 
And through the air, like music, 
Rang many a wondrous word, 
And, raptured with the vision, 
I bowed my heart and heard : 


(All stand with bowed heads, or kneel, while 
a voice repeats the following selections.) 


God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son. 

As the Father hath laved me, I also have 
loved you. 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
fan lay down his life for his friends. 

This is my commandment, that yc love 
one another, even as I have loved you. 

Love your enemies, do good to them that 
hate you, bless them that curse you, pray for 
them which despitefully use you and perse- 
cute you. 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: 
for the first heaven and the first earth are 
passed away. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and 
a little child shall lead them. They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will to men. 


[The Gloria may be sung, if preferred.] 


THE SonG oF LovE—A PRAYER. 
(Air: ** Sun of my soul."’) 


O Love divine, we humbly greet 

The King of Love ! how pure, how sweet 
The wondrous beauty of thy face, 

The lovingkindness of thy grace ! 


O Love to man, how kind, how rare 
The perfect love! how blest, how fair 
The sweetness of the Christmas-tide 
That speaks of love whate’er betide ! 


Come down, O Lord, from heaven above, 
And teach us but to know thy love ; 

O Leve! O Christ! be thine the throne! 
And teach us all to love our own; 


[CURTAIN.] 





Devon, Pa. 


organ music, with lights in auditorium |, 
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The Bell System has become the 
nervous system of the business and social 
world. 


The comfort it affords the women in 
the homes of Americacannot be measured. 


Do you measure it in considering the 
value of your Bell tetephone ? 


The mother of children can find out 
where they are at any particular hour of 
the day—and how they are—even though 
their visits carry them-to the country vil- 
lage or the city hundreds of miles away. 


The husband on a trip talks from his 
hotel room to his wife at home. 


There is a world of comfort in the 
knowledge that you can talk together at 
a moment’s notice, wherever you may be. 


575 


The Comfort of the 
Telephone ‘ 


The Beil telephone has a special value 
because it is everywhere—because at sight 
you feel a familiar acquaintance with a 
Bell instrument or a Bell sign. 


There are over 4,000,000 Bell stations 
You cannot use them all, but from time to 
time you have a real vital need for ‘one. 
Which one you cannot foretell. 


There are six billion calls over the tele- 
phones of the Bell System every year. 


Many of these are comforting calls from 
afar, calls whose actual money value can 
no more be reckoned than the value of 
the happiness which one man has and 
another man cannot buy. 


The very existence of the Bell telephone 
service has its value to you, even at 
moments when you are not using it. 


The Bell Long Distance service offers, ready 
_vecruited for your call; the largest body of active 
business men in the world. If you have a telephone, 
avail yourself of its long distance possibilities. 


The highest type of public service can be achieved only by one policy, one system, 
universal service. 


The American Telephone and Telegraph Company 
And Associated Companies 


Every Bell Telephone Is the Center of the System 








Send10cts 





for a sample ‘‘ Pupils’ Pad’’ for the 
new Graded Course ; mention grade de- 
sired, —Beginners, Primary, or Junior, 


THE SuNDAY SCHOOL Times COMPANY, 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
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GRAND PRIZE CONTEST 


To those who state their ages and make 2 free hand copy of 
this picture, which in our estimation will be at least 40 per 
cent. as good as the original, we will send absolutely FREE OF 

E for THREE MONTHS an illustrated magazine, de- 
to drawing, success and achievement. ‘This 
magazine is profusely illustrated each month, and contains the 
MOST MODERN ideas in illustrating ; it will be an aid and in- 
spiration to those who want to earn LARGER SALARIES. 


HAVE YOU THE ABILITY 


to make this picture even 40 per cent. as good as the original ? 
If you have, it will prove that you HAVE ‘TALENT for drawing, 
which can be easily developed by practical, individual training. 
Trained artists earn from $25.00 to $150.00 a week. 


Correspondence Institute of America,Dept.49,Scranton,Pa. 




















Hunyadi Janos 


CONSTIPATION 








The Watural Laxative Mineral Water 


GENTLE QUICK 
ACTION 


Try half a glass upon arising 





SPEEDY 


RELIEF CURE 











PELOUBETS | 
»SELECT NOTES# 


A Commentary on the International Sunday-School 
Lessons for 1910 
By Rev. F. N, Peloubet, D.D., and Amos R. Wells, M.A. 
Contains the best and latest illustrations and explanations of the 
subject-matter, presented in a concise and effective manner, thus 


giving to the teacher the power to impart the truths in an interesting 
and forceful way. Price in cloth, postpaid, $1.25. 


Sparks from the Superintendent’s Anvil 


A Practical Helper for every Sunday-School Worker. By Rev. 
F. Schai »D.D. 274 pp. Cloth, $1.00. 

Dr. Schauffler, a national and international figure in Sunday- 
school work, is a recognized authority on everything relating to the 
-—————™ work of a successful Sunday-school, and the material in his latest 
book is taken from the author's own experience. 


Our Boys and Girls 
How to Interest and Instruct ‘Them in Bible Study. By M. G. 

Kennedy. 128 pp. Cloth, 75.cents, 

‘*I have written this little volume,’ Mrs. Kennedy says, ‘‘for 
the common need of the average teacher, that my friends may be 
saved some of the perplexity and worry through which I have had to 
plow step by step."’ 


Wilde’s Bible Picture Sets 
A selected list of 60 subjects to illustrate the International Sun- 
day-school Lessons for 1910. Price, in a box, 50 cents, postpaid. 
f the entire set is not desired, they can be ordered in lots of 10 or 
more. Price, I cent each, postpaid. In ordering give the numbers. 
Our new illustrated catalog and list of the 60 pictures compris- 
ing the set sent free upon application. 


Graded Illustrated Quarterlies 

For over a quarter of a century these quarterlies have been con- 
ceded to be unexcelled and have won the first place among Sunday- 
school periodicals. 

Our corps of editors, comprising REV. F. N. PELOUBET, D.D., 
REv. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D., MRS. M. G. KENNEDY, and MRs. 
ANNA L. BURNS, stands at the head of Sunday-school writers, and 
their names guarantee their worth. 


Home Department Quarterly 
Is particularly arranged and adapted to interest and benefit those out- 
side of the immediate Sunday-school. It contains a full page of illus- 
trative explanation upon the lesson, in addition to the regular matter. 


Superintendents are invited to send for sample quarterlies and Home 
Department requisites. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
. Western Office, Chicago 120 Boylston St., Boston 















































SFL ILLS SO 


Walking is the surest way to test the 
fit of a shoe. If it is comfortable to 
walk in, it will be comfortable all the 
time, and it will be comfortable all the 
time if it fits you. Therefore the fit 
is the zmportant consideration. 


Ask your dealer to fit you with the 


American Gentleman Shoe 


and you will be assured a comfortable shoe 
that will give you good service and good style. 






























































Thirty-seven years of following the Hamilton 
Brown idea—‘‘ Keep the Quality up’’—have 
enabled ‘‘ the Largest Manufacturers of Shoes in 
the World’’ to produce a shoe that, in point of 
fit, style and wear, has no equal for the money. 




















The shoe illustrated is a gun metal calf Blucher with 
light single sole and welt with good outside swing, 
medium Seal. The last is our new Plaza, one of our 


laggy > 
‘ HNN best fitters and a very snappy style. 





You will find an American Gentleman dealer 
in nearly any place. If you have difficulty in getting the shoe 
you want, write us, and we will see that you are supplied. 



















Our beautiful book of shoe styles will be a big help to you 
in selecting the right shoe. Write for free copy to-day. 


Hamilton, Brown Shoe Company, St. Louis, Boston 














. 


Little Talks from Pell’s Notes—No. 3 


Uf is's the kernel of the matter you want, read Dr, Pell 


“To make an impression on the 
crowd you must have a certain bigness. 
If this little magazine was as large as 
a horse blanket, some good folk would 
affirm that it was the profoundest, the 
most scholarly and the most progressive 
lesson help in existence; but, being 
only big enough for one’s vest-pocket, 
these same people imagine that it is a ta . : 
mere outline. They would hardly be- -- ee : - 
lieve it if they were told—what every Bi Sa Ls Ce = ce) | AR THIN) 
one who has made the comparison knows ; 

—that Pett’s Nores actually contains The Charm of Globe- Wernicke Bookcases 
more light bearing directly on the les- 
son, more ideas, more teaching truths, 
than any other book published. The 
difference in size is a matter of words— 
that is all. The author knows that his readers’ time is precious: 


therefore, when he has written all that he can on the lesson, he goes Wi : 4 - 
through it with a pruning knife, and leaves only that which is worth Slobe ernicke Elastic Bookcases 






| This is only one of many artistic designs in 
Globe-Wernicke Bookcases, all of which eset if 


i 


& _ illustrated in the catalogue. 
oh } ‘ 
= 


ri 
th 


Whatever the furnishings of your home may be—whatever 
may be the space you can devote to books—there is a style, a 


size and a finish in GlobeSWervicke Bookcases that will meet your 
requirements perfectly. 





while. We are not catering to all creation. We are only trying to combine the acknowledged standard of excellence in sectional construction with 
hel Wis rae ‘ . SSR RS ae EN eg gig Ae If the latest mechanical improvements. They are built on the quality-plan, to 
eip those who are hungry to get at the kernel of the matter. give lasting satisfaction, and are sold at uniform prices by 1,500 authorized 

you want to buy your lesson helps by the pound, you don’t want agencies, for immediate delivery. 

Petr’s Noress.” Look for the Globe“Wernicke trade-mark. It is your guarantee of quality— 


your protection against inferiority—your assurance of being able to obtain 


duplicates at any future time. 
lf you want to see how much good meat Dr. Pell can pack into a nutshell te : 


’ ‘ 4é 7 2? 

cut out this advertisement and mail Write for G-W Lists of ‘‘Best Books for the Home 

wg i to ~ 2 say will ae a _ CL So much discussion has taken place as to the “best books,”’ that we have gathered the 
risen PELL’S NOT ES os leading lists of the ro, 25, 50, 100 and 200 “ best books,” and have published them all in one 
Bteve . Guadavach “ ] I OR a2 =. © > s Te Ty . unique booklet, containing much interesting and valuable information to every book lover. A 
coe. international Suaday-echoo State whether superintendent, teacher, or Bible class leader. copy of this booklet, and catalogue containing twenty-five suggestions for library plans, will be 
Lessons. Street N mailed you free on request. Write Department S. T. for Booklet. 

oWPOCE IVA... 2. 2 2 ee & “a ek 


Robert Harding Co., Inc. 
Richmond, Virginia P. O. and State 


SSC Bh pest nes The Globe“Wernicke Co. Cincinnati, U. S. A. 


Branch Stores : New York, 380-382 Broadway. Chicage, 224-228 Wabash Ave. Boston, 91- 93 Federal St. 












































